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A brief Note of the Life, Works, and Times 

of 
NICHOLAS UDALL, m.a. 

Teacher, Dramatifl, Tranflator, Preacher. 

succession Master of Eton College, Rector of Braintree, Prebend uf 
A^indsor, Rector of Calbome, and Master of Westminster School. 

* Probable or approximate dates. 

re are materials extant for a eood Life of Udall. Meanwhile there is 
oopei^s excellent Memoir in me Shakespeare Society s reprint of ReUfh 
rr Doister [see No. 5onp. 8]; and Anthony k- Wood's account of him, 
Oxon. i. SIX. Ed. 1813. 

1485. 9lus. 22. f^mtB 1^1. focomcs fting. 

Nicholas Udall . . . was bom in Hampshire, and descended 
from those of his name, living sometimes at Wykeham in the 
same county. — Wood. 

1609. April 22. f^enrg "WSSSi, begins to rt{{{n. 

iune 18. set. 14. Admitted scholar of Corpus Christi College, Oxford, 
lay 30. act. z8. Takes his B.A. [fVood, Fasti Oxon., i. 65, Ed, 18x5.] 
Sept. 5. Elected Probationer Fellow of his College. 

May. Royal MS. 18 A. Ixiv. /. 275, has two titles, (x) Versis 

un Eve. and dities made at the coronation of queen Anne. (2.) Here- 
t. 27. after ensuethe a copie of diuers and sundry verses aswell in 
latin as in Englishe deuised and made partely by John leland 
and partely by Nicholas Vuedale whereof sum were sette vp 
and sum were spoken and pronounced vnto the most high and 
excellente Queue the ladie Anne, wif vnto our sourain lorde 
King Henry the eight in many goodly and costelypageauntes 
exhibited and shewed by the mayre and citizens of^the famous 
citie of london at first tyme as hir grace rode from the Towre 
of London through the said citie to hir most glorious corona- 
tion at the monasterie of Westminster on Whitson yeue in th 
xxv^ yere of the raigne of our said soueraigne lorde. 

le Rev. Dr. Goodford, the present Provost of Eton, has most kindly 
ed me interesting information obtained by him from the MS. records 
: College; viz., the Audit Rolls and the Bursar's Books, respecting 
*s connection with Eton. 

! salary of the Master at Eton was then £\o a year, or fifty shillings 
ch of the four terms. In addition, he received 20s. for his ' livery,' 
ther small sums, as for obits iji.e. attending masses for the dead) [e.g. 

received for obits, 14s. 8d. in 1535, and the same in 1536]; and for 
is and ink for the boys [e.g. Udall received for these purposes, 23s. 4d. 
7, and the same in 1538.] If the assumed multiple of 13 truly express 
slatively greater purcnasing power of gold and silver more uien than 

the salary and emoluments cannot be considered excessive. 

June 19. Udall takes his M.A. [Wood, Fasti., i. 98.] 
'543' Udall's name occurs in the Records spelt indifferently 

8-37 Woddall, Woodall or Udall. His name first appears in ^ 
Henry VIII., 1534, when his predecessor Dr. Richard Coxe 
was paid salary for three terms, and Udall received 50s. tor 
the fourth, his first term. The payments continue on regularly 
so far as the books are extant, up to 1541. The Records foi 
1542 are missing. It was in March 1543 that occurred the 
robbery of silver images and other plate by two Eton scholars, 
J. Hoorde and T. Cheney, coni.ived at by Udall's servant 
Gregory, which resulted in udall's losing his place. 

'Thomas Tusser, gentleman,* in The Author's Life addea 
to \i\%FiitehMndreth^utso/goodhusbandrie, X573, 4to, thus 
writes, but without giving any date, of Udall's use 01 the rod : 



4 Note as to Nicholas Udall. 

From Powles I went, to Aeton sent, 
To learne straight wayes, the Latin phraiae. 
Where fiftie three stripes giuen to mee, 
at once I had : 
S!?'!'*^ 1 For faut but small, or none at all, 

vMtar»t It came to passe, thus beat I was, 

>•<«• See Udall see, the mercy of thee, 

to mee poore lad. 

1537. Sept. 27. Is made Vicar of Braintree. NeTvcoitrt^ Rep, it. 89. 
1542. Udall publishes a translation of the 3rd and 4th books e 

Erasmus ApcphthegtHs. 
•x543. Cott. MS. Titus, £. viii. p. 371, is a long letter, undate 

and unaddressed, to some one, as to ' my restitution to th 

roume of Scholemaister in Eton. ' 
1544. Dec. 14. Resigns the Vicarship of Braintree. Netucoitrt, idetn. 
1542-1545. He is en^ged with the Princess, afterwards Queen Mar 

and others in translating Erasmus' Paraphrase 0/ the Ar 

Testament into English. 

* 1545, Sept. 30, at London/ date of his Preface to Luke. 

In his Pre/, to John, partly translated by Princess Mary, partly by Re 
F. Malet, D.D. ; Udall gives us the following account of female education 
his day: which can only, however, appl^r to a few women, like Elizabctl 
Mary, and Lady Jane Grey. ** But nowe in this gracious and blisseful tyme 
knowledge, in wniche it hatn pleased almighlye God to reuele and shewe abro( 
the ly|;ht of his moste holye ghospell : what a noumbre is there of noble wom< 
(especially here in this realme otEnglande,) yea and howe many in the year 
of tender vyrginitlee, not only aswel seen and as familiarly trade in the Latii 
and Greke tounges, as in theyr owne mother language : but also both in : 
kindes of prophane litterature, and liberall artes, exactely studied and ex( 
cised, and in the holy Scriptures and Theologie so ripe, that they are al 
aptely cunnyngly, and with much grace eyther to indicte or translate into t 
vulgare tongue, for the publique insuiiccion and edifying of the vnleam 
multitude. ... It is nowe no newes in Englande to see young damisels 
nobles houses and in the Courtes of Princes, in stede of cardes and other insti 
tnentes of idle trifleyng, to haue continually in her handes, eyther Psalm< 
Omelies, and other deuoute meditacions, or elles Paules Epistles, or sot 
booke of holye Scripture matiers : and as familiarlye both to reade or reas 
thereof in Greke, Latine, Frenche, or Italian, as in Englishe." 

1547. 3an. 28. lEtifaiarti ITJE. ascmtis tfje ti)rone. 

* 1552. July 20. At Windsor.' ITie date of Udall's preface to the translati 

by himself and others, of T. Gemini's Anatomy. 

1053. 3til8 6. ^ars ffticceeUsf to tfje crofam. 

X554. Dec. 3. Date of a warrant dormer from the Queen to the Master 
her Revels. [Reprinted in The Loseley MSS. Ed. by A. 
Kemps, F.S.A. London. 1836.] The warrant runs thus 
* Whereas our welbeloued Nicholas Udall hath at soondi 
seasons convenient heretofore shewed and myndeth hereafi 
to shewe his diligence in setting foorth of Dialogues and £ 
terludes before us fo' ou' regell disporte and recreacion.' . , 
And then goes on to authorize the loan of apparel for tho 
purposes, ^id the popularity of the Dramatist, and her p< 
sonal acquaintance with him, since they had worked togeth 
on Erasmus' Paraphrase, lead the Queen to condone tl 
intense Protestantism of the Preacher, even to the continuii 
of him in favour? Udall and Ascham, two noted Protestant 
arc both favoured by Mary. 

*f 555. Udall is appointed Master of Westminster School, and so co 

1556. Nov. tinues until Mary re-establishes the Monastery at Westminstc 

1556. Dec. Udall dies. 

23. He is buried in St Margaret's, Westminster. W. D. Coopet 
as abirue. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

[HE author and early date of the prefent Comedy are 

ascertained by a quotation in Sir Thomas Wilfon's 

Rule of Reafon of Roiller Doifter's letter to Dame 

Cuflance. 

The firft edition of the Rule of Reafon, 1550- '» U 

a very fcarce work ; of which I have been unable to fee a copy. 

The fecond edition, 1662, 8vo, *newely corre<5led by Thomas 

Vvilfon^ has not the quotation : which apparently firil appears in 

the third edition of 1663, 4to, the title of which runs, "The Rule 

of Keafon, conteinyng the Arte of Logique, Sette furthe in 

Engliflie, and newly corrected by Thomas Wilfon. Anno 

Domini, M.D.LI II, Menfe lanuarij." 

At folio of this edition, Wilfon, in treating of The Ambiguitie, 

adds to his previous examples, Roifler Doifler's letter, with the 

following heading : 

tt An example of soche doubtful writinj^, whiche by reason of 

poinding maie haue double sense, and contrarie 

meaning, taken out of an entrelude 

made by Nicolas Vdal. 

The prefent comedy was therefore undoubtedly written before 
the clofe of the reign of Edward VI., who died 6 July 1553. 

If it was then printed, that entire edition has perifhed. The 
prayer for the Queen at/. 86, can be for no other than Queen 
Elizabeth : and therefore, although the title-page is wanting and 
there is no conclufive allufion in the play, it may confidently he 
believed that the extant text was printed in Elizabeth's reign : 
and that it had poflibly in some refpe(5ls been modified. 

There now comes the evidence of the Stationers Co.'s Regifter, 

as quoted by Mr. Collier, Extrcu^s, i. 154, Ed. 1848 : 

Rd of Thomas Hackett, for hys lycense for pryntinge of a play intitui d 
Rauf Ruyster Duster, &c iiij<' 

The mifling title-page and the abfence of any colophon in the 
Eton copy, here reprinted, preclude demonftrative proof that it 
is one of Hackett's edition. It is however morally certain that 
it does reprefent that text. 

On the whole, therefore, though that text was poithumous — 



6 Introdunion, 

Udall having died in Dec 1556 — : and thougli its authorfhip 
refts entirely on the above heading of Wilfon's quotation : it may 
be fafely accepted that Udall is the author of this comedy, and 
that he wrote it before 1553. Condufions both of them confonant 
with the known fails of Udall's life. 

The comedy was probably firft written for the Eton boys to 

act Mr. W. D. Cooper thus writes : — 

Certain, however, it is that it was the custom of Eton, about the feast of 
St. Andrew, for the Master to choose some Latin stage-play for the boys to 
art in the foUowinc: Christmas holidays, and that he might sometimes order 
smart and witty English plays. " Among the writings of Udall about thr 
year 1540." says Warton, "are recited Plures Comedutt and a tragedy 
De Pn^tu, on the Papacy, written probably to be acted by his scholars; 
and it is equally probable that the English comedy was written with a like 
object ; for it is admirably adapted to be a good acting play, and the author 
avows in the prologue that his models were Plautus and Terence, with whose 
writings his scholars were familiar. Intro. Memoir, p. xvL 

Of the few dramatic pieces of that early period that have $ur« 
vived, Roijler DoiJUr is regarded as the tranfition-play from the 
Myfteries and Enterludes of the Middle Ages to the Comedies of 
modem times. A critical examination of its position in our 
Literature has been made by Mr. Collier. Hift. of Dram. Poetry,* 
ii. 445-460 Ed. 1830. A full confideration of the play would 
exceed our prefent limits : we may however call attention to the 
peculiar rhyme in which Udall wrote it. 

In the prefent reprint, the text appears according to moderp 
ufage : but in the original it ilands in lines of unvarying length. 
Where the fpeech is continuous, thefe lines rhyme like our ordi- 
nary poetry : but when the dialogue is fliort ; one, two, three or 
more fpeeches are thrown into one line, and the lad fyllables of 
that line — whether they occur in words in the middle or at the 
end of a fentence, as didlated fimply by the length of line of type 
--are made to rough rhyme in couplets. Thus an irregular 
affonance jingles through the play. 

On the oppofite page are a few lines fet up as in the original, 
to illullrate this peculiarity ; and alfo to fhow the mode ufed of 
marking the a<5lor*s names. May this peculiar rhyme be accepted 
as any evidence that Udall compofed this play as much for the 
prefs as the ftage ? 

There being no defcription of the reprefentation and the ftage 
direcftions being fcanty : Roijler Doifter ftiould be read a firft time 
to learn the plot ; a fecond time to imagine the a(Slion : and a 
third to combine and enjoy the two. 
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S BIBLIOGRAPHY, 

The whole of UdalTs plays were supposed to have perished [see Wood. 
Ath. Oxon. i. 213, Ed. 1813J. The Rev. T. Briggs, an old Etonian, in 1818, 
became the possessor of the now £unous unique copy : which he presented to 
the Library of Eton College, in December C4 that year. 

L [* 1566.] Lond. f First edition of a revised text. The copy, now at Eton 
I voL 4to. Collie, consists of 33 folios. The tide-page is wanting. 

2. 18x8. Lond. * Ral^h Royster Doyster^ A Comedv. Lond<m. Reprinted 
I voL 8vo. in the year 1818.' [Ed. and privately printed by Rev. T. 

Bricgs. «> copes onlv struck off. The printer vras Tames 
Compton, Middle St., Cloth Fair, London.] At the beginning 
is the following AdnertisenuHt : — 
' It appears from the Biographia Dramatica, that a Play called RauJ 
Rusier Duster was entered on the books of the Stationers* CorafKuiy in the 
year 1566, but that it was supposed never to have been printed : this, how- 
ever, is now proved to be a inistake, a copy having been found contained in 
a collection of plays which was lately upon sale m London. It is true that 
the name is spelt somewhat differendy, but it is presumed there can be no 
doubt of its being the piece in question. The boolc unfortunately wants the 
title-page, and the autnor's name is not known. It is now in the Library of 
Eton College, and is here reprinted for the amusement of the reader.' 

3. 1821. Lond. * Ralph RoysUr Doysier^ a Comedy, entered on the books 
I vol. 8vo. of the Stationers' Companjr* 1566. London : Printed by F. Mar* 

shall, Kenton St., Brunswick Sq., 1821.' [Editor not known. 
R. Southey's copy, with his autograph, and dated x Feb. 1837, is in the 
British Museum. Press-mark, 1344,10.] 

Neidier of the above knew that Udall was the author. The editor of 1821 
reprint writes, ' The author, whoever he was,' p. iv. It >ivas Mr. Collier who 
connected Wilson's quotation with RoisUr Doister, and so proved Udall to 
be its author. Writing on 14th April 1865 ; he thus begins the Preface of his 
Bibl. Account 0/ Ear. Eng. Lit. Ed. 1865. 

' During my whole life, now rapidly approaching fourso>re, I have been 
a diligent reader, and, as far as my means would sUlow, a greedy purchaser 
of all works connected with early EngUsh literature. It is nearly sixty years 
since I became possessed of my first really valuable old book of this kind- 
Wilson's *' Art of Lo^c," printed by Ridiard Grafton 1551 — from which I 
ascertained the not unimportant facts that " Ralph Roister Doister" was an 
older play than " Gammer Gurton's Needle,** and that it had been written 
by Nicholas Udall, Master of Eton School : I thus learned who was the 
author of the earliest comedy, properly so called, in our language. This was 
my first literary discovery, made several years anterior, although I had not 
occasion to render it public, until I printed my Notes upon " Dodslejr's Old 
IMays," soon after 1820.'* 

4. 1830. Lond. The Old English Drama^ A series of Plays, at 6d each, 
3 vols. i8mo. printed and published by Thomas White. Ralph Royster 

Doyster is the first. 

5. 1847. ]L.ond. Shakespeare Society. Ralph Roister Doister, &c., and 
z vol. 8vo. The Tragedie of Gorboduc. Edited, with Introductory Me- 
moirs, by W. D. Cooper, F.S.A. The text collated with the 
original by J. P. Collier, F.S.A. 

6. 24 July 1869. Lond. i vol. 8vo. English Reprints', see tide at>. z. 

. '. All the previous reprints have been and now are unobtainable to most 
persons. It is to the most courteous and generous kindness of the present 
I'rovost and Fellows of Eton College that I am enabled to place what I hope 
may prove an exact text into the hands of every one. I trust also to keep it 

f>erpetually on sale : that the student of the History of our Literature may no 
onger lack one of the most important illustrations of the growth of English 
Dramatic Poesy. , ^^^ ^^ .. ^ ^ ^^ ^g^^ 
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IHat Creature is in health, eyther yong 

olde, 
But fom mirth with modeflie wil be 

to vfe 
As we in th3rs interlude fhall now vnf< 
Wherin all fcurilitie we vtterly refufe, 
Auoiding fuch mirth wherin is abufe : 
Knowing nothing more comendable for a mans 

creation 
Than Mirth which is vfed in an honefl £ifhion : 
For Myrth prolongeth l)rfe, and caufeth health. 
Mirth recreates our fpirites and voydeth penfiueneffe^ 
Mirth increafeth amitie, not hindring our wealth. 
Mirth is to be vfed both of more and leffe, 
Being mixed with vertue in decent comlyneffe. 
As we trufl no good nature can gainiay the lame : 
Which mirth we intende to vfe, auoidyng all blame. 
The wyfe Poets long time heretofore, 
Vnder merrie Comedies fecretes did declare. 
Wherein was contained very vertuous lore. 
With mylleries and forewamings very rare. 
Suche to write neither Plautus nor Terence dyd fpare, 
Whiche among the learned at this day beares the bell: 
Thefe with fuch other therein dyd excell. 
Our Comedie or Enterlude which we intende to play 
Is named Royfler Do)rfler in deede. 
Which againfl the vayne glorious doth inuey, 
Whofe humour the ro5rfling fort continually doth feeda 
Thus by your pacience we intende to proceede 
In this our Enterlude by Gods leaue and grace, 
And here I take my leaue for a certaine fpace. 

FINIS, 
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Roister Doisier. 



Actus, j. Scaena. j. 

|natt)nDe jlKtriigrttkt. He mtrdh fining. 

lis long lyueth the mery man (tliey fay) 

^ doth the fory man, and longer 
by a day. 

Yet the Graffehopper for all his 
Sommer pipyng, 

Sterueth in Winter wyth hungrie 
gripyng, [men aduife. 

Therefore an other fayd fawe doth 
lat they be tt^ether both mery and wife. 
lys Leffon mufl I practife, or elfe ere long, 
yth mee Mathew Merygreeke it will be wroDg. 
deede men To call me, for by him that vs bought, 
hat euer chaunce betide, I can take no thought, 
;t wifedome woulde that I did my felfe bethinke 
here to be prouided this day of meate and drinke : 
Dt know ye, that for all this merie note of mine, 
e might appofe me now that fliould aike where I dine. 
iy lyuing lieth lieere and there, of Gods grace, 
)raetime wyth this good man, fomeCyme in that place, 
sraetime Lewis Loytrer biddeth me come neere. 
Jmewhyles Watkin Wafler maketh vs good chcere, 
imetime Dauy Diceplayer when he hath well call 
eepeth reuell route as long as it will lail. 
)metime Tom Ticiuile maketh vs a feail, 
)metime with fir Hugh Pye I am a bidden gueaft, 
)metime at Nichol Neuerthriues I get a foppe, 
imetime I am feafled with Bryan Blinkinfoppe, 
)metime I hang on Hankyn Hoddydodies fleeue, 
ut thys day on Ralph Royfler Doyfters by hys leeuc. 
ir truely of all men he is my chiefe banker 
3th for meate and money, and my chiefe fhootanker. 
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Roister Doister. 



For, footh Roifler Doifler in that he doth fay, 

And require what ye will ye Ihall haue no nay. 

But now of Roifler Doifler fomewhat to expreffe, 

That ye may efleeme him after hys worthinefTe, 

In thefe twentie townes and feke them throughout. 

Is not the like flock e, whereon to graffe a loute. 

All the day long is he facing and craking 

Of his great actes in fighting and fraymaking : 

But when Roifler Doifler is put to his proofe. 

To keepe the Queenes peace is "more for his behoofe. 

If any woman fmyle or call on hym an eye, 

Vp is he to the harde eares in loue by and by, 

And in all the hotte hafle mufl fhe be hys wife. 

Elfe farewell hys good days, and farewell his life, 

Maifler Raufe Royfler Doifler is but dead and gon 

Excepte fhe on hym take fome compaffion, 

Then chiefe of counfell, mufl be Mathew Merygreeke 

What if I for manage to fuche an one feeke ? 

Then mufl I footh it, what euer it is : 

For what he fayth or doth can not be amiffe, 

Holde vp his yea and nay, be his nowne white fonne 

Prayfe and roufe him well, and ye haue his heart wonni 

For fo well liketh he his owne fonde fafhions 

That he taketh pride of falfe commendations. 

But fuch fporte haue I with him as I would not leefe 

Though I fhould be bounde to lyue with bread an 

cheefe. 
For exalt hym, and haue hym as ye lufl in deede : 
Yea to hold his finger *in a hole for a neede. 
I can with a worde make him fayne or loth, 
I can with as much make him pleafed or wroth, 
I can when I will make him mery and gli-d, 
I can when me lufl make him fory and fad, 
I can fet him in hope and eke in difpaire, [fain 

I can make him fpeake rough, and make him fpeak 
But I maruell I fee hym not all thys fame day, 
I wyll feeke him out : But loe he commeth thys way 
I haue yond efpied hym fadly comming, 
And in loue for twentie pounde, by hys glommyng. 
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Actus, j. Scaena. ij. 

|K. |Ko|2)!(ter. ||^g^QOme death when thou wilt, 

I am weary of ray life. 

|tt. Itterg. I tolde you I, 

we Ihould wowe another 

wife. 

|R. |iop)!(ter. Why did God make me fuche a goodly 

perfon ? [fport anon. 

[. fllerg. He is in by the weke, we ihall haue 

I. %ff^%\vc* And where is my truflie friende Mathew 

Merygreeke ? 

|E. |tterg. I wyll make as I fawe him not, he doth 

me feeke. [is hee, 

JL ISoijSter. I haue hym elpyed me thinketh, yond 

Hough Mathew Merygreeke my friend, a worde with 

thee. [hade, 

|E. Jftetg. I wyll not heare him, but make as I had 

Farewell all my good friendes, the tyme away dothewa(le> 

And the tide they fay, tarieth for no man. 

JR. I^otjtter. Thou mufl with thy good counfell helpe 

me if thou can. 
|E. Jfteri^. God keepe thee worfhypfuU Maifler Roi- 
fler Doifler, 
And fare well the luflie Maifler Roifter Doifler. 
JR. I^ogjiter. I mufle needes fpeake with thee a 
worde or twaine. [againe^ 

|tt. Jftets. Within a month or two I will be here 
Negligence in greate affaires ye knowe may marre all. 
jL JRoi)!(ter. Attende vpon me now, and well rewarde 

thee I fhall. 
|E. Jttets* I haue take my leaue, and the tide is 
well fpent. [content, 

|R, |Kotj$Ur. I die except thou helpe, I pray thee be 
Doe thy parte wel nowe, and a(ke what thou wilt, 
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For without thy aide my matter is all fpilt. 

Jfi. jFlterg. Then to feme your jtume I will fome 
paines take, 
A 1x1 let all myne owne affaires alone for your fake. 

|S. liogjSter. My whole hope and trufl refteth onely 
in thee. 

fR. fBi^^Vi- Then can ye not doe araiffe what euer it bee 

|S. |So]^0ter. Gramercies Merygreeke, mod bounde 
to thee I am. 

|Il. Jtterg. But vp with that heart, and fpeake out 
like a ramme. 
Ye fpeake like a Capon that had the cough now : 
Bee of good cheere, anon ye fhall doe well ynow. 

|S. |SoSJ$ter. Vpon thy comforte, I will all things 
well handle. [candle. 

|tt. |ftet|). So loe, that is a bread to blowe out a 
But what is this great matter I woulde faine knowe, 
We fhall fynde remedie therefore I trowe. 
Doe ye lacke money ? ye knowe myne olde offers. 
Ye haue always a key to my purfe and coffers. 

|R. "Koii^ter. I thanke thee : had euer man fuche a 
frende ? [lende. 

jtt. flJerjf. Ye gyue vnto me : I mufl needes to you 

|R. ^opjtter. Nay I haue money plentie all things 
to difcharge. [offer fo large. 

|tt. fUtx^' That knewe I ryght well when I made 
But it is no fuche matter. 

P:. itterg. What is it than? 
Are ye in daunger of debte to any man ? 
If ye be, take no thought nor be not afraide. 
Let them hardly take thought how they fhall be paide. 

JEi, lios^ter. Tut I owe nought. 

Ift.^neri}. What tlien ? fear ye imprifonment ? 

%. yopjfter. No. 

|tt. Ittetg. No I wifl ye offende, not fo to be fhent 
But if he had, the Toure coulde not you fo holde, 
But to breake out at all times ye would be bolde. 
What is it ? hath any man threatned you to beate ? 

|R. |Ko]^j$ter. What is he that durfl haue put me in 
tliat heate ? 
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He that beateth me by his armes fhall well fynde, 
^^That I will not be farre from him nor runne behinde. 
|tt. Jttets. That thing knowe all men euer fince ye 
* ouerthrewe, 

^' The fellow of the Lion which Hercules flewe. 

But what is it than ? • 

\ JB. liog^ter. Of loue I make my mone. [alone? 
^ f^* J'B^^'TJ' Ah this fooliflie a loue, wilt neare let vs 
But bicaufe ye were refufed the lafl day, 
Ye fayd ye woulde nere more be intangled that way. 
I would medle no more, fmce I fynde all so vnkinde, 
|R. I^osjetter. Yea, but I can not fo put loue out of 

my minde. 
|ftatl). Jtter. But is your loue tell me firll, in any wife. 
In the way of Manage, or of Merchandife ? 
If it may otberwife than lawfuU be founde. 
Ye get none of my helpe for a hundred pounde. 
3K. |Kosj$ter. No by my trouth I would haue hir to 
my Wife. [your life, 

Jtt. Jfters. Then are ye a good man, and God laue 
And what or who is (he, with whome ye are in loue ? 
|K* |Kosj$ter. A woman whome I knowe not by what 
meanes to moue. 
;. #ttets. Who is it ? 
\' ^ojjiter. A woman yond. 



ft. IKetp. What is hir name ? 



IJfteV. Hir yonder. 




rSfiUx. Miflreffe ah. 
|E. |{tet5. Fy fy for Ihame 
Loue ye, and know not whome? but hir yonde, a Woman, 
We (hall then get you a Wyfe, I can not tell whan. 
JL liogjiter. The faire Woman, that fupped wyth 
vs yeflemyght. 
And I hearde hir name twice or thrice, and had it ryght. 
|E. Itterg. Yea, ye may fee ye nere take me to good 
cheere with you. 
If ye had, I coulde haue tolde you hir name now. 
JR. %09J$ter. I was to blame in deede, but the nexte 
tyme uerchaunce : 
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And (he dwelleth in this houfe. 

f:. ffLrvQi. What Chriflian Cuflance. 
. |3los0ter. Except I haue hir to my Wife, I fhall 
runne madde. * [for madde. 

[. |{ter^. Nay vnwife perhaps, but I warrant you 
^O]^0ter. I am vtterly dead vnleffe I haue my 
defire. 
|tt. Jftetg. Where be the bellowes that blewe this 

fodeine fire ? 
|t. liopjfter. I heare fhe is worthe a thoufande 
pounde and more. [afore, 

|tt. Jftetp. Yea, but leame this one leffon of me 
An hundred pounde of Marriage money doubtlefTe, 
Is euer thirtie pounde flerlyng, or fomewhat leffe, 
So that hir Thoufande pounde yf fhe be thriftie, 
Is muche neere about two hundred and fiftie, 
Howebeit wowers and Widowes are neuer poore. 
|t. JRogjfter. Is fhe a Widowe ? I loue hir better 

therefore. 
|tt. Jfters. But I heare fhe hath made promife to 
another. [my brother. 

|t. |iopj5ter. He fhall goe without hir, and he were 
|tt. Jftet^. I haue hearde fay, I am right well aduifed, 
That Ihe hath to Gawyn Goodlucke promifed. 
5. ItogjSter. What is that Gawyn Goodlucke ? 
[. Jftets. a Merchant man. 
^j^^ter. Shall he fpeede afore me ? nay fir by 
fweete Sainct Anne. 
Ah fir, Backare quod Mortimer to his fowe, 
I wyll haue hir myne owne felfe I make God a vow. 
For I tell thee, (he is worthe a thoufande pounde. 
|tt. |{ter^. Yet a fitter wife for your mafhip might 
be founde : 
Suche a goodly man as you, might get one wyth lande, 
Befides poundes of golde a thoufande and a thoufande, 
And a thoufande, and a thoufande, and a thoufande, 
And fo to the fumme of twentie hundred thoufande. 
Your mofl goodly perfonage is worthie of no leffe. 
1R- l&ogjster. I am forie God made me fo comely 
doubtlefTe. 
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For that maketh me eche where fo highly fauoured, 
And all women on me fo enamoured. [out that ? 

Jtt. lEetp. Enamoured quod you? haue ye fpied 
Ah fir, mary nowe I fee you know what is what 
Enamoured ka ? mary fir fay that againe, 
But I thought not ye had marked it fo plaine. 

JR. ISogjJter. Yes, eche where they gaze all vpon me 
and llare. [they dare. 

|tt. Jfterg. Yea malkyn, I warrant you as muche as 
And ye will not beleue what they fay in the (Ireete, 
When your malhyp paffeth by all fuch as I meete, 
That fometimes I can fcarce finde what aunfwere to 

make. 
Who is this (fayth one) fir Launcelot du lakef 
Who is this/^eate Guy of Warwike, fayth an other ? 
No (fay I) it is the thirtenth Hercules brother. 
Who is this ? noble He^or of Troy, fayth the thirde ? 
No, but of the lame nefl (fay I) it is a birde. 
Who is this ? greate Goliahy Sampfon, or Colbrande ? 
No, (lay I) but it is a brute of the Alie lande. 
Who is this? greate Alexander! or Charle le Maigfie} 
No, it is the tenth Worthie, fay I to them agayne : 
I knowe not if I fayd well 

%, ^axfiitt. Yes for fo I am. 

|tt. Itterj. Yea, for there were but nine worthies be- 
fore ye came. 
To fome others, the thirde Cato I doe you call. 
And fo as well as I can I aunfwere them all. 
Sir I pray you, what lorde or great gentlernan is this ? 
Mailler Ralph Roiiler Doifler dame fay I, ywis. 
O Lorde (fayth (he than) what a goodly man it is, 
Woulde Chrill I had fuch a hulbande as he is. 
O Lorde (fay fome) that the fight of his face we lacke : 
It is inough for you (fay I) to fee his backe. 
His face is for ladies of high and noble parages. 
With whome he hardly fcapeth great manages. 
With muche more than this, and much otherwife. 

JR. JRos^tter. I can thee thanke that thou canfl fuche 
anfweres deuife : 
But I perceyue thou dofle me throughly know^- 
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|tt. Itterg. I marke your maners for myne owne 
leamyng I trowe, 
But fuche is your beautie, and fuche are your actes, 
Suche is your perfonage, and fuche are your factes, 
That all women faire and fowle, more and leffe, [leiTe, 
That eye you, they lubbe you, they talke of you doubt- 
Your p[l]eafant looke maketh them all merie, 
Ye paffe not by, but they laugh till they be werie, 
Yea and money coulde I haue the truthe to tell, 
Of many, to bryng you that way where they dwell. 
|t. ISogjJter. Merygreeke for this thy reporting well 
of mee : [pardee : 

\. fBitiq^' What fhoulde I elfe fir, it is my duetie 
i fio^iiUx. I promife thou Ihalt not lacke, while I 
haue a grote. 
|tt. Jfter^. Faith fir, and I nere had more nede of a 

newe cote. 
|t. liogjiter. Thou Ihalte haue one to morowe, and 
golde for to fpende. [ende. 

|tt. Jftets. Then I truft to bring the day to a good 
For as for mine owne parte hauing money inowe, 
I could lyue onely with the remembrance of you. 
But nowe to your Widowe whome you loue fo hotte. 
1^ JRogjSter. By cocke thou fayefl truthe, I had al- 
mofl forgotte. [you what ? 

|tt. ffitt^' What if Chriflian Cuflance will not haue 
%, ^ou(ter. Haue me? yes I warrant you, neuer 
doubt of that, 
I knowe fhe loueth me, but (he dare not fpeake. 
|tt. Jfters. In deede meete it were fome body (hould 
it breake. [iiight, 

JEi. |Kotj$ter. She looked on me twentie tymes yefler- 
And laughed fo. 

|tt. Ittetg. That (he coulde not fitte vpright, 
|t. ^oijJter. No faith coulde fhe not. 
fll.^erg. No euen fuch a thing I cad. 
15. p,o^%Ux. But for wowyng thou knowed women 
are (hamefaft. [g^ad. 

But and fhe knewe my minde, I knowe (he would be 
And thinke it the bed chaunce that euer (lie had. 
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|tt. |Berp. Too hir then like a man, and he bolde 
fortli to flarte, 
Wowers neuer fpeede well, that haue a falfe harte. 

TL Jloijster. What may I bed doe? . 

|E. Jftetp. Sir remaine ye a while, 
Ere long one or other of hir houfe will appere. 
Ye knowe my minde. 

|S. |Kog)$ter. Yea now hardly lette me alone. 

|tt. Jfterj}. In the meane time fir, if you pleafe, 1 
wyll home, 
And call your Mufitians, for in this your cafe 
It would fette you forth, and all your wowyng grace, 
Ye may not lacke your inflrumentes to play and fmg. 

|t. %ts^%\%x. Thou knowefl I can doe that. 

In. Jfter^. As well as any thing. 
Shall I go call your folkes, that ye may fhewe a call ? 

JL l&opjtter. Yea runne I befeeche thee in all pofli- 
ble hafle. 

ill. Uteri}. I goe. Exeat, 

JR. ^op^ter. Yea for I loue fmgyng out of meafure. 
It comiforteth my fpirites and doth me great pleafure. 
But who commeth forth yond from my fwete hearte 

Cuflance ? 
My matter frameth well, thys is a luckie chaunce. 

Actus, j. Scaena iij. 

IKage JftumbU cnijJt, /pinning on the dijiaffe. STibet 
Salk apace, fowyng ^nnot ^Isface knittyng, 

|R. ISoijiter. 

|E. Jftumbl. iPIS^IPSl^ thys diflaffe were fpoonne 

Margerie Mumblecrufl. 

5Cib STalk. Where good 

flale ale is will drinke 

no water I trufl. 

|tt. jttumbl. Dame Cuflance hath promifed vs good 

ale and white bread. [hir head : 

Sib STalk. If (he kepe not promife, I will belhrewe 
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But it will be flarke nyght before I (hall haue done. 
1R- |io2)5ter. I will (lande here a while, and talke with 
them anon, 
I heare them fpeake of Cuflance, which doth my heart 

good, 
To heare hir name fpoken doth euen comfort my blood. 
fBi, Jftumbl Sit downe to your worke Tibet like a 

good girle. 
Sib. STalk. Nourfe medle you with your fpyndle and 
your whirle, 
No hafle but good, Madge Mumblecrufl, for whip and 

whurre 
The olde prouerbe doth fay, neuer made good furre. 
|tt. Jftttmbl. Well, ye wyll fitte downe to your worke 

anon, I trufl. 
Sib. Salk. Soft fire maketh fweete malte, good 

Madge Mumblecrufl. 
|tt. JftumbL And fweete malte maketh ioly good ale 

for the nones. 
Sib. Salk. Whiche will Aide downe the lane without 
any bones. Cantet. 

Olde browne bread crudes mufl haue much good 

mumblyng, 
But good ale downe your throte hath good eafie tumbling. 
|S. I^os^etter. The iolyefl wenche that ere I hearde, 
little moufe, 
May I not reioyce that (he fhall dwell in my houfe ? 
Sib. S^lk. So firrha, nowe this geare beginneth for 

to frame. 
|tt. Jftumbl. Thanks to God, though your work (land 

(lil, your tong is not lame 
Sib. Salk. And though your teeth be gone, both fo 
(harpe and ^o fine 
Yet your tongue can renne on patins as well as niine. 
|tt. Jftumbl. Ye were not for nought named Tyb 

Talke apace. 
Sib. Salk. Doth my talke grieue you ? Alack, God 

faue your grace. 
|E. |ttumbl. I holde a grote ye will drinke anon for 
this geare. 
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SCib. STalk. And I wyll pray you the flripes for me 

to beare. 
|tt. IttttmbL I holde a penny, ye will drink without 

a cup. [all vp. 

Sib. S^alk. Wherein fo ere ye drinke, I wote ye drinke 
^n. 3LlBf«ce. By Cock and well fowed, my good 

Tibet Talke apace. 
5Cib. S^alk. And een as well knitte my nowne Annot 

Alyface. 
|i. I^osjtter. See what a fort Ihe kepeth that mufl 

be my wife. 
Shall not I when I haue hir, leade a merrie life ? 
Sib. STalk. Welcome my good wenche, and fitte 

here by me iufl. 
^n. ^Ipface. And howe doth our old beldame here, 

Mage Mumblecrufl? , 

SCib. Salk. Chyde, and finde faultes, and threaten 

to complaine. 
^n. ^l^face. To make vs poore girles fhent to hir 

is fmall gaine. 
|tt. Jftttmbl. I dyd neyther chyde, nor complaine, 

nor threaten. 
JR. ISogjiter. It woulde grieue my heart to fee one of 

them beaten. 
|E. Jftumbl. I dyd nothyng but byd hir worke and 

holde hir peace. 
Sib. Salk. So would I, if you coulde your clatter- 
ing ceaiTe : 
But the deuill can not make olde trotte holde hir tong. 
^n. ^Igface. Let all thefe matters pafTe, and we three 

fmg a fong. 
So (hall we plealantly bothe the tyme beguile now. 
And eke difpatche all our workes ere we can tell how. 
©ib. Salk. I Ihrew them that fay nay, and that fhall 

not be I. 

I. |{tttmbl. And I am well content. 
/ib. Salk. Sing on then by and by. 
|t. ISogjiter. And I will not away, but liflen to their 

long, 
Yet Merygreeke and my folkes tary very long. 
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Sib, ?ltt, and Jttarjerie, doefinge here. 

Pipe mery Annot. etc. 
Trilla, Trilla. Trillarie. 
Worke Tibet, worke Annot, worke Margerie. 
Sewe Tibet, knitte Annot, fpinne Margerie. 
Let vs fe^ who fhall winne the victorie. 

Sib. Salk. This lleue is not willyng to be fewed I 

trowe, [throwe. 

A fmall thing might make me all in the grounde to 

Then they fing agayne. 

Pipe merrie Annot. eta 

Trilla. Trilla. Trillarie. 

What Tibet, what Annot, what Margerie. 

Ye lleepe, but we doe not, that fhall we trie. 

Your fingers be nombde, our worke will not lie. 

Sib. Salk. If ye doe fo againe, well I would aduife 
you nay. 
In good footh one (loppe more, and I make holy day. 

They finge the thirde tyme. 

Pipe Mery Annot. etc. 
Trilla. Trilla. Trillarie. 
Nowe Tibbet, now Annot, nowe Margerie. 
Nowe whippet apace for the mayflrie, 
But it will not be, our mouth is fo drie. 

Sib. Salh. Ah, eche finger is a thombe to day me 
thinke, 
[ care not to let all alone, choofe it fwimme or finke. 

They fing the fourth tyme. 

Pipe Mery Annot. etc. 
Trilla. Trilla. Trillarie. 
When Tibet, when Annot, when Margerie. 
1 will not, I can not, no more can I. Lette hir casu 
Then giue we all ouer, and there let it lye. I^rke^'^ 

Sib. Salk. There it lieth, the worfle is but a curried 
cote. 
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I'lit I am vfed therto, I care not a grote. 
%Xi. ^Igface. Haue we done fingyng fmce? then 
will I in againe. 
Here I founde you, and here I leaue both twaine. Exeat, 
ft. JftumbC And I will not be long after: Tib 

Talke apace. 
Sib. S^alk. What is ye matter? 
|tt. Jftumb. Yond (lode a man al this fpace 
And hath hearde all that euer we fpake togyther. 
®ib. S^alk. Mary the more loute he for his comming 
hither. 
And the leffe good he can to liflen maidens talke. 
I care not and I go byd him hence for to walke: 
It were well done to knowe what he maketh here 
away. 
JEi' JBio^%itt. Nowe myght I fpeake to them, if I wift 
what to fay. [he is. 

"r. Jftumbl. Nay we will go both off, and fee what 
^ogjJttr. One that hath hearde all your talke 
and fingyng ywis. 
Sib. Salk. The more to blame you, a good thriftie 
hulbande [hande. 

Woulde elfewhere haue had fome better matters in 
JR. |^S)$ter. I dyd it for no harme, but for good 
loue I beare, [heare. 

To your dame miflreffe Cuflance, I did your talke 
And Miflreffe nource I will kiffe you for acquaintance. 



ft. jtlumbl. I come anon fir. 
il ~ 



lib. S^lk. Faith I would our dame Cuflance 
Sawe this geare. 

|tt. |tttimbl. I mufl firfl wipe al cleane, yea I mud. 
Sib. Salk. Ill chieue it dotyng foole, but it mufl be 

cufl. 
|E. Jfttimbl. God yelde you fir, chad not fo much 
ichotte not whan, 
Nere fince chwas bore chwine, of fuch a gay gentleman. 
JR. JRosjtter. I will kiffe you too mayden for the good 

will I beare you. 
Sib. Salk. No forfoth, by your leaue ye (hall not 
kiffe me. 
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Jt |S,osj$ttr. Yes be not afearde, I doe not difdayne 

you a whit. 
5Cib. STalk. Why fhoulde I feare you ? I haue not 

fo little wit, 
Ye are but a man I knowe very well. 
%, liopjSter. Why then ? 
Sib. Salk. Forfooth for I wj'll not, I vfe not to 

kiffe men. 
|S,. |ios!$ter. I would faine kiffe you too good maiden, 

if I myght. 
SCib. Salk. Wliat (hold that neede ? 
Jt ^gjiter. But to honor you by this light 
I vie to kiffe all them that I loue to God I vowe. 
SCib. SKalh. Yea fir ? I pray you when dyd ye laft 

kiffe your cowe. 
35^. 3S^023Jter. Ye might be proude to kiffe me, if ye 

were wife. 
2Kb. STalh. What promotion were therein ? 
1R. |Ko2|)$ter. Nouife is not fo nice. 
^ib. S^alk. Well I haue not bene taught to kiffmg 

and licking. 
|S. JS^ogjSter. Yet I thanke you millreffe Nourfe, ye 

made no flicking. 
|tt. Jftttmbl. I will not flicke for a koffe with fuch 

a man as you. 
STib. STalk. They that lufl : I will againe to my 

fewyng now. 
|ltt. ^lBfac[e]. Tidings hough, tidings, dameCuflance 

greeteth you well 
3t. ISogjiter. Whome me ? 

|in. Illpfate. You fir? no fir? I do no fuche tale tell. 
|S.. |Sl>]^j$ter. But and fhe knewe me here. 
%Xi, %\%i9Xt. Tybet Talke apace, 
Your miflreffe Cuflance and mine, mufl fpeake with 

your grace. 
STib. Salk. With me ? 
^tt. ^Igface. Ye mufle come in to hir out of all 

doutes. 
Sib. Salk And my work not half done ? A mis- 
chief on all loutes. Ex. am. 
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|R. fKog^tet. Ah good fweet nourfe. 

A.^nmb. A good fweete gentleman. 

%' yofirter. What ? 

^ IBumbl. Nay I can not tel fir, but what thing 

would you ? 
11. lio^^ter. Howe dothe fweete Cuflance, my heart 

of gold, tell me how ? 
|E. IBumbl. She dothe very well fir, and com- 

maunde me to you. 
|R. l^SJJter. To me ? 
ftt. IBumbl. Yea to you fir. 
1^ ^0]{j$ter. To me ? nurfe tel me plain 
i'o me ? 

:. IBmnb. Ye. 

barter. That word maketh me aliue again. 
|B. |Bttmbl. She commaunde me to one lad day 

who ere it was. 
|K. fKoji^tet. That was een to me and none other 

by the MafTe. 
|tt. IBumbl. I can not tell you furely, but one it 

was. 
|R" fKos^ter. It was I and none other: this commeth 

to good pafTe. 
I promife thee nourfe I fauour hir. 
fll. fttumb. Een fo fir. 
|S. ^^j(ter. Bid hir fue to me for mariage. 
ft ffl^umbL Een fo fir. 

|l. %ff^%\xt. And furely for thy fake (he fhall fpeede. 
m. fttumb. Een fo fir. 
|S. %ff^1kitt, I (hall be contented to take hir. 
m. |itumb. Een fo fir. 

JK. ^n^ter. But at thy requell and for thy fake. 
A. ftumb. Een fo fir. 
fEl. ^ogjftet. And come hearke in thine eare what to • 

lay. 
Ht jttumb. Een fo fir. ^^^.v a'^«/ 

long taU tn 
hir tart. 
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Actus, j. Scaena iiij. 

jSatlieiD jner^greehe. PBobtnet pon8l)tte. ^arpas. 
ISalpl) |S,osj(ter. Jttarigerie jnumblecnt^t. 

|lt. jnerg. [j^^^^fl[Ome on firs apace, and quite 

your felues like men, 
Your pains fhalbe rewarded. 
p. pou. But I wot not 
when. 

Jtt. Itterg. Do your maifler worfhip as ye haue 

done in time pad. [haue a cad 

p. Pottgl). Speake to them : of mine office he (hall 

Jtt. Jtterg. Harpax^ looke that thou doe well too, 

and thy fellow. 
Harpax, I warrant, if he will myne example folowe. 
|tt. Jtt^rg. Curtfie whoorefons, douke you and 
crouch e at euery worde, [borde. 

p. pougl). Yes whether our maider fpeake earned or 
Jtt. Jtterg. For this lieth vpon his preferment in 
deede. [fpeede. 

p. pou^l). Oft is hee a wower, but neuer doth he 
Jtt. Jtterg. But with whome is he nowe fo fadly 

roundyng yond ? 
p. pougl). With Nobs nicebecetur miferere fonde. 
[JR.] Itters- God be at your wedding, be ye fpedde 
alredie ? 
I did not fuppofe that your loue was fo greedie, 
I perceiue nowe ye haue chofe of deuotion, 
And ioy haue ye ladie of your promotion. 
|&. ?Rogj5ter. Tufhe foole, thou art deceiued, this is 
not die. [well I vife ye. 

JR. Jtterg. Well mocke muche of hir, and keepe hir 
I will take no charge of fuch a faire piece keeping. 
Jtt. Ittrtmbl. What ayleth thys fellowe ? he driueth 
me to weeping. [merrie woman, 

Jtt. Jtttrg. What weepe on the weddyng day ? be 
Though I fay it, ye haue chofe a good gentleman. 
Ji. Jloj)«tfr. Kocks no^vnes what meaned thou man, 
tut a whidle. 
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[|ft. Itterj.] Ah fir, be good to hir, flie is but a 
Ah fweete lambe and coney. [griftl<^> 



receiued. 
1 be well 



Jl* l^sister. Tut thou art deceiued. 
|tt. JttetB- Weepe no more lady, ye flia 
Vp wyth fome mery noyfe firs, to bring home the bride. 
|S-. ^ogjSter. Gogs armes knaue, art thou madde ? 
I tel thee thou art wide. [home brought. 

• ftterj). Then ye entende by nyght to haue hir 
\, IRogjSter. I tel thee no. 
'• Jtter^. How then ? 
\. %,^'^%\xt. Tis neither ment ne thought. 
I. fltter^. What fhall we then doe with hir ? 
I. po^^ter. Ah foolilh harebraine, 
This is not (lie. 

|tt. Jtters. No is ? why then vnfayde againe, 

And what yong girle is this with your maihyp fo bolde? 

JR. ^ogjJter. A girle ? [yere old. 

01. Itterg. Yea. I dare fay, fcarfe yet three fcore 

|S-. ^ogjiter. This fame is the faire widowes nourfe 

of whome ye wotte. [home olde trotte, 

|tt. Jtterg. Is fhe but a nourfe of a houfe ? hence 

Hence at once. 

JR. liogjster. No, no. 
JR. |Serg. What an pleafe your mafliip 
A nourfe talke fo homely with one of your worfhip? 
JR. IRogjiter. I will haue it fo : it is mypleafure and will. 
|R. Jtterp. Then I am content. Nourfe come 

againe, tarry dill. 
JR. ^ogjiter. What, (he will helpe forward this my 
fute for hir part. [ing on my hart. 

f6i. |Eerg. Then id mine owne pygs nie, and blefs- 
3s. ^opjefter. This is our bed friend man. 
ft,, Itterg. Then teach hir what to fay 
f^. JltttmbL I am taught alreadie. 
JHer]^. Then go, make no delay. 
I. ^0|}j(ter. Yet hark one word in thine eare. 
|fter]^. Back firs from his taile. [counfaile ? 

^ogjSter. Backe vilaynes, will ye be priuie of my 
|R. |Ser]^. Backe firs, fo : I tolde you afore ye 
woulde be (hent. 
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%' liogjJter. She (hall haue the firfl day a whole 

pecke of argent. 
|E. lEumbL A pecke ? Nomine patris, hauc ye fo 
much fpare ? [were it bare, 

1^ liogjiter. Yea and a carte lode therto, or elfe 
Befides other mouables, houfholde fluffe and lande. 
|n. |Bnmbl. Haue ye lands too. 
%. ^0|;j$ter. An hundred marks. 
fti, f^tx^^ Yea a thoufand 

|R. Jlttmbl. And haue ye cattell too? andlheepetoo? 
I^- ftogjJter. Yea a fewe. [Ihewe. 

JR. |Ser^. He is aftiamed the numbre of them to 
Een rounde about him, as many thoufande Iheepe goes, 
As he and thou and I too, haue fingers and toes. 
\' |SttmbL And how many yeares olde be you ? 
^ogjster. Fortie at left. 
I. flitv^' Yea and thrice fortie to them. 
I. JogjStet. Nay now thou doft ieft. 
am not fo olde, thou mifreckoneft my yeares. 
JR. Jtterg. I know that : but my minde was on 

bullockes and fteeres. 
JR. lEumbl. And what fhall I (hewe hir your mas- 
terlhips name is ? [that )rwis. 

Jl. liogjSter. Nay flie (hall make fute ere (he know 
|E. ^nmbl. Yet let me fomewhat knowe. 
|E. Itterg. This is hee vnderftand. 
That killed the blewe Spider in Blanchepouder lande. 
JR. ISnntbl. Yea/^j, William zee law,dydhezo law? 
Jtt. |Serp. Yea and the laft Elephant that euer he fawe. 
As the beaft paifed by, he ftart out of a bulke, 
And een with pure ftrength of armes pluckt out his 
great tulke. [that ? 

jnnmbl. lefus^ nomine patris, what a thing was 
^oijJter. Yea but Merygreke one thing thou 
ffi. ^erg. What ? [haft forgot. 

|L ^ogrter. Of thother Elephant. 

f. ^erg. Oh hym that fledde away. 
]Rouj5ter. Yea. [that day 

Jtt. fUtCQ. Yea he knew that his match was in place 
Tut, he bet the king of Crickets on Chriftmaffe day, 
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That he crept in a hole, and not a worde to fay. 
|tt. JKnmbl. A fore man by zembletee. 
|tt. Ifter^. Why, he wrong a club 
Gnce in a fray out of the hande of Belzebub. 
JR. 3S.0Sj(ter. And how when Mumfifion ? 
|tt. Jtters. Oh your couftrelyng 
Bore the lanteme a fielde fo before the gozelyng. 
Nay that is to long a matter now to be tolde : 
Neuer a(ke his name Nurfe, I warrant thee, be bolde. 
He conquered in one day from Rome^ to Naples^ 
And woonne Townes nourfe as fall as thou canfl make 
Apples. [he is to fore. 

|tt. JKnmbL O Lorde, my heart quaketh for feare : 
^ l^gister. Thou makefl hir to much afearde, 
Merygreeke no more. 
This tale woulde feare my fweete heart Cuflance right 
euill. [not the deuill. 

|tt. jtters. Nay let hir take him Nurfe, and feare 
But thus is our fong dafht. Sirs ye may home againe. 
JK. I^gister. No (hall they not I charge you all 
here to remaine : 
The villaine flaues a whole day ere they can be founde. 
|tt. Jtterg. Couche on your marybones whoorefons, 
down to the ground. 
Was it meete he fhould tarie fo long in one place 
Without harmonie of Mufike, or fome folace ? 
Who fo hath fuche bees as your mailler in hys head, 
Had neede to haue his fpirites with Mufike to be fed. 
By your maiflerftiips licence. 
^ |Io|;^ter. What is that ? a moate ? [your coate. 
r. ^^^- No it was a fooles feather had light on 
flo tester. I was nigh no feathers fmce I came 
from my bed. [your hed. 

^. ftterg. No fu*, it was a haire that was fall from 
I. ^oij(ter. My men com when it plefe them. 
\, |Bers. By your leue. 

I. ^t^ter. What is that ? [foot of a gnat. 

ft. |Berp. Your gown was foule fpotted with the 
1^ IBot^ter. Their maifler to offende they are no- 
What now ? [thing afearde. 
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ffL Itterg. A loufy haire from your maflerfliips 
beard. [one offence. 

Omiies famulcB, And fir for Nurfes fake pardon this 
We fhall not after this fliew the like negligence. 
^. JRogjSter. I pardon you this once, and come fing 
nere the wurfe. [tleman nurfe? 

JR. Itterg. How like you the goodneffe of this gen- 
IE. JttumbL God faue his maiflerlhip that fo can 
his men forgeue, 
And I wyll heaie them fing ere I go, by his leaue. 
|t. ^o^iEtter. Mary and thou fhalt wenche, come we 
two will daunce. [fong perchaunce. 

JR. Iltnntbl. Nay I will by myne owne felfe foote tlie 
JR. ^opjster. Go to it firs luflily. 
|tt. JKumbl. Pipe vp a mery note, 
Let me heare it playde, I will foote it for a grote. 

Cantent, [miflreffe. 

|t. I^opjiter. Now nurfe take thys fame letter hereto thy 
And as my tmft is in thee plie my bufineffe. 
|tt. Ittumbl. It fhalbe done ? 
Jtter^. Who made it ? 
^ogjster. I wrote it ech whit. 
Jfteq;. Then nedes it no mending. 
JogjSter. No, no. 
|tt. Jtterj). No I know your wit. 
1 warrant it wel. 

Jtt. Ittumb. It (hal be deliuered. 
But if ye fpeede, (hall I be confidered ? 
|tt. Jttern. Whough, do(l thou doubt of that ? 
JKabge. What fhal I haue ? [deuife to craue 

Jit. llterg. An hundred times more than thou canft 
|tt. JKnmbl. Shall I liaue fome newe geare ? for 
my olde is all fpent. [ladies rayment 

Jit. Jtterg. The word kitchen wench ihall goe in 
Jit. Jltttmbl. Yea ? [go better 

Jit. Jtterg. And the worfl drudge in the houfe Ihal 
Than your miflreffe doth now. 

jn«r. Then I trudge with your letter, [mine owne. 

|R. fS^ogiEtter. Now may I repofe me : Cuflance is 

Let vs fing and play homeward that it may be knowne. 
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. Jtterg. But are you fure, that your letter is well 
. JRoBJSter. I wrote it my felfe. [enough ? 

fH, ffitx]^' Then fing we to dinner. 

If ere they fing^ and go out finging. 

Actus, j. Scaena v. 

C!^l)rij(tkn ffl^nistance. Jltargerte |ttumblecrttj(t 

(S. ®uj(tance. ^tSrffSSS^^ tooke thee thys letter 

Margerie Mumblecruft? 
|E. lEumbl. A luftie gay 
bacheler tooke it me of 
truft, 
And if ye feeke to him he will lowe your doing. 

CI. (S^ttiStance. Yea, but where learned he that man- 
ner of wowing ? [take, 
|tt. jnnmbl. If to fue to hym, you will any paines 
He will haue you to his wife (he fayth) for my lake. 
CI. Cttj(tance. Some wife gentleman belike. I am 
befpoken : 
And I thought verily thys had bene fome token [pleafe 
From my dere fpoufe Gawin Goodluck, whom when him 
God luckily fende home to both our heartes eafe. 

|tt. |Bumbl. A ioyly man it is I wote well by report, 
And would haue you to him for marriage refort : 
Bed open the writing, and fee what it doth fpeake. 
(£. ^ttjitance. At thys time nourfe I will neither 

reade ne breake. 
|tt. jnumbL He promifed to giue you a whole 
pecke of golde. [ihall be all tolde. 

d. distance. Perchaunce lacke of a pynte when it 
|E. |BnmbL I would take a gay riche hufbande, 
and I were you. [if I were thou. 

d. dttjstance. In good footh Madge, een fo would I, 
But no more of this fond talke now, let vs go in, 
And fee thou no more moue me folly to begin. 
Nor bring mee no mo letters for no mans pleafure, 
But thou know from whom. 

|K. Iftumbl. I warrant ye (hall be fure. 




Roister Doister. 

Actus, ij. Scsena j. 

^obtittt |Qongl)tie. 

p.9ougI). ^^H^^^BIHere is the houfe I goe 
to, before or behinde? 
[ I know not where nor 
when nor how I fli^ 
it finde. 
I Iflhadtenmensbodies 
and legs and ftrength, 
" This trotting that I haue 
mud needes lame me at length. 
And nowe that mj' maifter is new fet on wowyng, 
I truft there fhall none of vs finde lacke of doyng : 
Two paire of fiioes a day will nowe be too litle 
To feme me, I muft. trotte to and fro fo mickle. 
Go beare me thys token, carrie me this letter, 
Nowe this is the bed way, nowe that way is better. 
Vp before day firs, I charge you, an lioure or twaine. 
Trudge, do me thys meffage, and bring worde quicke 

again e. 
If one miffe but a minute, then his armes and woundes, 
I woulde not haue flacked for ten thoulknd poundes. 
Nay fee I befeeche you, if my mod truflie page, 
Goe not nowe aboute to hinder my mariage, 
So feruent hotte wowyng, and fo farre from wining, 
I trowe neuer was any creature Huyng, 
With euery woman is he in fome loues pang. 
Then vp to our lute at midnight, twangledome twang. 
Then twang with our fonets, and twang with our dumps. 
And heyhough from our heart, as heauie as lead lumpes: 
Then to our recorder with toodleloodle poope 
As the howlet out of an yuie buflie fliould hoope. 
Anon to ourgitteme,thnirapIedum,thnimpleduni thrum, 
Thnimpledum, thrumpledum, thrumpledum, thrumple- 
Of Songs and Balades alfo he is a maker, [dum thmm. 
And that can he as finely doe as lacke Raker, 
Yea and extempore will he dities compofc. 
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Foolifhe Mar/las nere made the like I fuppofe, 

Yet mu(l we fmg them, as good flufFe I vndertake, 

As for fuch a pen man is well fittyng to make. 

Ah for thefe long nights, heyhow, when will it be day? 

I feaie ere I come (he will be wowed away. 

Then when aunfwere is made that it may not bee, 

death why commefl thou not ? by and by (fayth he) 
But then, from his heart to put away forowe, 

He is as farre in with fome newe loue next morowe. 
But in the meane feafon we trudge and we trot, 
From dayfpring to midnyght, I fit not, nor reft not. 
And now am I fent to dame Chriftian Cuftance : 
But I feare it will ende with a mocke for paftance. 

1 bring hir a ring, with a token in a cloute, 

And by all geife, this fame is hir houfe out of doute. 

I knowe it nowe perfect, I am in my right way. 

And loe yond the olde nourfe that was wyth vs laft day. 

Actus, ij. Scaena. ij. 

jttage JItumblecrttjd. pobtnet PongI)tie. 

|S. fHvLxabi. IPS9S ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ihoke vp afore 

fmce I was borne. 
That our miftreffe coulde 
not haue chid I wold 
haue fwome : 
And I pray God I die if I ment any harme, 
But for my life time this ihall be to me a charme. 
9- ^^^fll)' ^^^ you faue and fee nurfe, and howe 
is it with you ? [fuche as thou. 

f. |Bttmbl. Mary a great deale the worfe it is foi 
IBottgl). For me ? Why fo ? 
Jtt. |Bumb. Why wer not thou one of them, fay. 
That fong and playde here with the gentleman laft 
day ? [him fpoken. 

p. IBottgl). Yes, and he would know if you haue for 
And prayes you to deliuer this ring and token, [brother, 
|tt. jUnmbl. Nowe by the token that God tokened 
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I will deliuer no token one nor other. 
I haue once ben fo fhent for your maiilers pleafure, 
As I will not be agayne for all hys treafure. 
p. pouigl). He will thank you woman. 
|tt. Jttrtmbl. I will none of his thanke. Et, 

|B. portgl). I weene I am a prophete, this geare will 
proue blanke : 
But what fhould I home againe without anfwere go? 
It were better go to Rome on my head than fo. 
I will tary here this moneth, but fome of the houfe 
Shall take it of me, and then I care not a loufe. 
But yonder commeth forth a wenche or a ladde, 
If he haue not one Lumbardes touche, my lucke is bad 

Actus, ij. Scaena iij. 

STntepente. p. Pouigi). Sl^tbet ST. ^not ^l. 

STrttpeng. |PS99 ^"^ cleane lo(l for lacke of 

mery companie, 
We gree not halfe well within, 

our wenches and I, 
They will commaunde like 
miflreffes, they will forbyd, 
If they be not ferued, Tmpeny mu(l be chyd. 
Let them be as mery nowe as ye can defire, 
With tumyng of a hande, our mirth lieth in the mire, 
I can not Ikill of fuch chaungeable mettle, 
There is nothing with them but in docke out nettle. 

p. Pougl). Whether is it better that I fpeake to him 

Or he firfl to me, it is good to call the wurfl. [furll, 

If I beginne firfl, he will fmell all my purpofe, 

Otherwife I (hall not neede any thing to difclofe. 

Sntpettg. What boy hane we yonder? I will fee 

what he is. [ywi& 

p. Pougl). He commeth to .me. It is hereabout 

S^ntpeni;. Wouldell thou ought friende, that thou 

lookeil fo about ? [no, I dout 

p. Pottj)!^. Yea, but whether ye can helpe me or 
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I feeke to one miflreffe Cullance houfe here dwellyng. 

oTntpente. It is my miflreffe ye feeke too by your telling. 

J9. Pottigt). Is there any of that name heere but fhee? 

STntpenie. Not one in all the whole towne that I 
knowe pardee. 

JB. Pongl). A Widowe Ihe is I trow. 

ai^mpente. And what and (he be ? 

B. Pougl). But enfured to an hufbande. 

(fTntpenie. Yea, fo thinke we. 

p. pougl). And I dwell with hir hufbande that 
trufleth to be. 

STntpente. In faith then mull thou needes be wel- 
come to me, 
Let vs for acquaintance fhake handes togither, 
A.nd what ere thou be, heartily welcome hither. 

Sib. STalh. Well Trupenie neuer but flinging. 

^tt. ^Igface. And frilking? [and whilkyng? 

Sntpente. Well Tibet and Annot, Rill fv^ingyng 

3tb. Sl^alk. But ye roile abroade. 

^tt. ^Ipfftce. In the flreete euere where. 

STrnpente. Where are ye twaine, in chambers when 
ye mete me there ? 
But come hither fooles, I haue one nowe by the hande, 
Seruant to hym that mufl be our miflreffe hufbande, 
Byd him welcome. 

^tt. ^Igface. To me truly is he welcome. [come. 

Sib. Salk. Forfooth and as I may fay, heartily wel- 

p. pougl). I thank you miflreffe maides 

^tt. ^Igfate. I hope we fhal better know 

Sib. Salk. And when wil our new mafler come. 

p. PongI). Shortly I trow. [reforte 

Sib. Salh. I would it were to morow : for till he 
Our miflreffe being a Widow hath fmall comforte, 
And I hearde our nourfe fpeake of an hufbande to day 
Ready for our miflreffe, a riche man and a gay, 
And we (hall go in our frenche hoodes euery day. 
In our filke caffocks (I warrant you) frefhe and gay. 
In our tricke ferdegews and billiments of golde, 
Braue in our futes of chaunge feuen double folde, 
Then (hall ye fee Tibet firs, treade the moffe fo trimmc^ 
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Nay, why fayd I treade ? ye shall fee hir glide and 

fwimme, 
Not lumperdee clumperdee like our fpaniell Rig. [fig, 

STrnpenp. Mary then prickmedaintie come telle me a 
Who ihall then know our Tib Talke apace trow ye? 

^tt. ^Igface. And why not Annot Alyface as fyne 
as she? [none? 

STmpenS' And what had Tom Trupeny, a father or 

^tt. ^Ipface. Then our prety newe come man will 
looke to be one. [knot 

STrupenp. We foure I truft (hall be a ioily mery 
Shall we fmg a fitte to welcome our friende, Annot ? 

3in. ^Ipface. Perchaunce he can not fmg. 

p. pou^l). I am at all affayes. [alwayes. 

®ib. Sl^alh. By cocke and the better welcome to vs 

Here tJiey fmg, 

A thing very fitte No man for defpite, 

For them that haue witte, By worde or by write 

And are felowes knitte His felowe to twite, 

Seruants in one houfe to bee. But further in honeflie. 

Is fad fad for to fitte. No good tumes entwite, 

And not oft to flitte, Nor olde fores recite. 

Nor varie a whitte, But let all goe quite, 

But louingly to agree. And louingly to agree. 

No man complainyng, After drudgerie, 
Nor other difdayning, When they be werie, 

For loffe or for gainyng, Then to be merie, . [free 
But felowes orfriendstobee. To laugh and fing they be 
No grudge remainyng. With chip and cherie 

No worke refrainyng, Heigh derie derie, 

Nor helpe reflrainyng, Trill on the berie, 

But louingly to agree. And louingly to agree. 

Finis, 

2tib. (STalh. Wyll you now in with vs vnto our mis* 
trefife go ? [two. 

p. pougl). I haue firfl for my maiiler an errand or 
But I haue here from him a token and a ring, [bring. 
They fhall haue mode thanke of hir that firfl doth it 
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Sib. STalk. Mary that will I. 
Snxpm||. See and Tibet fnatch not now. 
Sib. Salk. And why may not I fir, get thanks as 
well as you ? Exeat [you both. 

^tt. ^Igface. Yet get ye not all, we will go with 
And haue part of your thanks be ye neuer fo loth. 

Exeant omnes. 
p. Pougl). So my handes are ridde of it : I care 
for no more. 
I may now return home : fo durll I not afore. Exeat. 

Actus, ij. Scaena iiij. 

0. (iTtt^tance. Sibet ^nnot ^Igface. Srupeng. 

m. (jTuj^tance. Ek^QSS^y ^^^^ forth all three : 

and come hither pretie 
mayde : 
Will not fo many forewarn- 
ings make youafrayde? 
Sib. S«lk. Yes forfoth. 

(t. (JDn^dance. But flil be a runner vp and downe 
Still be a bringer of tidings and tokens to towne. 
Sib. SaIK. No forfoth miflreffe. 
d. (STttjitance. Is all your delite and ioy 
In whifkyng and rampmg abroade like a Tom boy. 
Sib. Salk. Forfoth thefe were there too, Annot and 
Trupenie. [denie. 

Sntpenie. Yea but ye alone tooke it, ye can not 
A,ttttOt ^Ig. Yea that ye did. 
Sibet But if I had not, ye twaine would. 
(ST. Cn^tance. You great calfe ye (hould haue more 
witte, fo ye fhould : 
But why fhoulde any of you take fuch things in hande? 
Sibet Becaufe it came from him that mufl be your 
(ST. Ctt^tana. How do ye know that ? [hufbaiide. 
Sibet. Forfoth the boy did fay fo. 
(t. (JTnjftance. What was his name ? 
%Xi- ^Igfftce. We afked not 
0. (ETttjttance. No did ? 
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%Xi. ^liface. He is not farre gone of likelyhod. 

Stntpenp. I will fee. [bring him to 

ffl. CuiStance. K thou canll finde him in the fir 

Sntpenie. Yes. E, 

C ffl^ttiStance. Well ye naughty giiles, if euer I perc 
That henceforth you do letters or tokens receiue, 
To bring vnto me from any perfon or place, 
Except ye firfl ihewe me the partie face to face, 
Eyther thou or thou, full tmly abye thou (halt. 

Sibet. Pardon this, and the next tyme poudei 
in fait. [to bev 

C CtttjStaucc. I Ihall make all girles by you tw 

STtbet. If euer I offende againe do not me fpan 
But if euer I fee that falfe boy any more 
By your miflrefhyps licence I tell you afore 
I will rather haue my cote twentie times f winged. 
Than on the naughtie wag not to be auenged. 

ffl. (CujStance. Good wenches would not fo ra 
abrode ydelly. 
But keepe within doores, and plie their work eam( 
If one would fpeake with me that is a man likely, 
Ye (hall haue right good thanke to bring me w 
But othenvyfe Avith meflages to come in pofl [qui< 
From henceforth I promife you, fliall be to your c 
Get you in to your work. 

Sib. ^tt. Yes forfoth. 

ffl. CttiStance. Hence both twaine. 
And let me fee you play me fuch a part againe. 

STntpeng. Maiflreffe, I haue runne pafl the 
ende of the (Ireete, 
Yet can I not yonder craftie boy fee nor meete. 

ffl. (Ittjstance. No ? 

Smpettg. Yet I looked as farre beyonde the pe( 
As one may fee out of the toppe of Paules fleeple 

€). ®ni5tance. Hence in at doores, and let m< 
more be vext. [the ] 

SCrrtpettg. Forgeue me this one fault, and lay oi 

€). ®tti5tance. Now will I in too, for I thinke fo 
me mende, 
This will proue fome foolilhe matter in the ende. E 
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Actus. [i]ij. Scsena j. 

Jtt. f&tx^. IMBS^^^HR] ^"'^ '^y ^'^y^ aga!ne : 
hehathfomewhat 
to dooing 
Which foUoweth the 
trace of one that 
is wowing, 
Specially that hath no 
more wit in his 
hedde, 
Than my coufin Roider Doifter withall is ledde. 
J am fcnt in ail hafle to efpie and to marke 
How our letters and tokens are likely to warke. 
Maifler Roifler Doider muft haue aunfwere in haile 
For he loueth not to fpende much labour in wafle. 
Nowe as for Chriftian Cuilance by this light, 
ITiough (he had not hir troulh to Gawin Goodluck plight, 
Yet rather than with fuch a loutifhe dolte to marie, 
I dare fay woulde lyue a poore lyfe folitarie. 
But fayne would I fpeake with Cuflance if I will how 
To laugh at the matter, yond commeth one forth now. 

Actus, iij. Scsena. ij. 

Sibtt. |a. Ittttsgntkt. iSlicifitiAii ^vxAaxm. 
Stb. SfTalk. |t6!IS?^SH that t might but once in 
}j my life haue a fight 

I Of him that made vs all fo 
yll flient by this light. 
He (hould neiter efcape if I 
had him by the eare, 
But euen firom his head, I would it bite or teare. 
Vfi.i and if one of them were not inowe. 
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I would bite them both off, I make God auow. 
I&. liters. What is he, whome this little moufe 

doth fo threaten ? 
STtb. STalh. I woulde teache him I trow, to make 

girles (hent or beaten. 
|ft. Itter^. I will call hir : Maide with whome are 
ye fo haftie ? [paflie^ 

5Cib. STalh. Not with you fir, but with a little wag- 
A deceiuer of folkes, by fubtill craft and guile. 
|tt. |fter|{. I knowe where fhe is : Dobinet hath 
wrought fome wile. [fayd was fent 

STib. STalk. He brought a ring and token which he 
From our dames hufbande, but I wot well I was (hent: 
For it liked hir as well to tell you no lies, 
As water in hir (hyppe, or fait cafl in hir eies : 
And yet whence it came neyther we nor (he can tell. 
|ft. Itter^. We (hall haue fport anone : I like this 
very well 
And dwell ye here with miftrelTe Cuftance faire maide? 
5Cib. STalh. Yea mary doe I fu* : what would ye haue 

(ayd? 
|tt. Itter^. A little meflage vnto hir by worde ot 
mouth. [forfoth. 

®ib. STalk. No meflfages by your leaue, nor tokens 
fltt. |(terp. Then help me to fpeke with hir. 
Iribet. With a good wil that. 
Here (he commeth forth. Now fpeake ye know be(l what 
C (I^u^tance. None other life with you maide, but 
abrode to (kip ? [your miftreflhip. 

STib. S^alh. Forfoth here is one would fpeake, with 
Ct. (I^tt^tance. Ah, haue ye ben learning of mo mes- 

fages now ? 
STib. S^alk. I would not heare his minde, but bad 

him (hewe it to you. 
QT. (S^tt^tance. In at dores. 

STib. S^alk. I am gon. Ex, 

|tt. Jftetg. Dame Cuftance god ye faue. 
S. Quittance. Welcome friend Merygreeke : and 
what thing wold ye haue ? [breake. 

Sfi" i^^n!!* ^ ^"^ come to you a little matter to 
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C.' CttjEJtance. But fee it be honefl, elfe better not to 
fpeake. [of late ? 

|E. jfierj. Howe feele ye your felfe affected here 

C. (Quittance. I feele no maner chaunge but after 
But wherby do ye meane ? [the olde rate. 

|tt. Iftetj. Concerning mariage. 
Doth not loue lade you ? 

C Cttjeftaitce. I feele no fuch cariage. 

|E. jftet^. Doe ye feele no pangues of dotage? 
aunfwere me right. [the night 

0. QTujKtance. I dote fo, that I make but one lleepe all 
But what neede all thefe wordes ? 

|tt. jnerg. Oh lefus, will ye fee 
What diffemblyng creatures thefe fame women be ? 
The gentleman ye wote of, whome ye doe fo loue, 
That ye woulde fayne marrie him, yi ye durfl it moue, 
Emong other riche widowes, which are of him glad, 
Left ye for lefing of him perchaunce might runne mad, 
Is nowe contented that vpon your fute making. 
Ye be as one in election of taking. 

C Cttjeftance. What a tale is this? that I wote of? 
whome I loue ? 

|E. |tt«tg. Yea and he is as louing a worme againe 
as a doue. 
Een of very pitie he is willyng you to take, 
Bicaufe ye Ihall not deftroy your felfe for his fake. 

C (S^it^tance. Mary God yelde his maihyp what euer 
It is gentmanly fpoken. [he be, 

|E. ffttrs. Is it not trowe ye ? 
If ye Imue the grace now to oflFer your felf, ye fpeede. 

C CTtt^tance. As muche as though I did, this time 
it fhall not neede, 
But what gentman is it, I pray you tell me plaine. 
That woweth fo finely ? 

|E. fftetg. Lo where ye be againe, 
As though ye knewe him not. 

(J. QTuiBttance. Tulh ye fpeake in ieft. 

|E. Itterj. Nay fure, the partie is in good knacking 
eamef^ 
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And haue you he will (he layth) and haue you he mud 

Ct. (S^ujeftance. I am promifedduryngmy life, that isiud 

|tt. itttrj. Mary fo thinketh he, vnto him alone. 

(I). Quittance. No creature hath my faith and trouth 
but one, 
That is Gawin Goodlucke : and if it he not hee, 
He hath no title this way what euer he be, 
Nor I know none to whome I haue fuch worde fpoken. 

|tt. |ftet22* Ye knowe him not you by his letter and 
token. 

Ct. (S^u^tance. In dede true it is, that a letter I haue 
But I neuer reade it yet as God me faue. 

|tt. liters. Ye a woman ? and your letter fo lon^ 
vnredde. 

C (S^uittance. Ye may therby know what hafl I hau( 
to wedde. 
But now who it is, for my hande I knowe by geffe. 

|tt. Itterj. Ah well I lay. 

C (IttjJtattce. It is Roifler Doifler doubtlelTe. 

|tt. Itter^. Will ye neuer leaue this diffimulation? 
Ye know Yijax not. 

Ct. (S^ujeftance. But by imagination. 
For no man there is but a very dolt and loute 
That to wowe a Widowe woulde fo go about 
He fhall neuer haue me hys wife while he doe Hue. 

|tt. Itter^. Then will he haue you if he may, f( 
mote I thriue. 
And he biddeth you fende him worde by me, 
That ye humbly befeech him, ye may his wife be, 
And that there Ihall be no let in you nor miflrull, 
But to be wedded on funday next if he luft, 
And biddeth you to looke for him. 

C dttjEJtance. Doth he byd fo ? 

|tt. Ifter^. When he commetli, aflce hym whethe 
he did or no ? 

ffl. QTujettance. Goe fay, that I bid him keepe hin 
warme at home 
For if he come abroade, he (hall cough me a mome. 
My mynde was vexed, I fhrew his head fottifh dolt 

|tt. liters* ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^ head. 



Roister Doister. 43 

(ST. (STuiKtance. As much braine as a burbolt. 

|E. fSitvsi; Well dame Cuflance, if he heare you thus 

(C. CIttjJtance. What will he ? [play choploge. 

f^' l^erg. Play the deuill in the horologe. 

Ct. (S^ujEftance. I defye him loute. 

ffl:. jaerg. Shall I tell hym what ye fay ? 

C (Su^tance. Yea and adde what fo euer thou canft, 
I thee pray, 
And I will auouche it what fo euer it bee. 

|E. jfter^. Then let me alone we will laugh well 
ye fhall fee, 
It will not be long ere he will hither reforte. 

C Cttjettance. Let hym come when hym lufl, I wiflie 
no better fport. 
Fare ye well, I will in, and read my great letter. 
I (hall to my wower make anfwere the better. Exeat. 



Actus, iij. Scaena. iij. 

|(tatI)etD Jftersgteehe. I^ot^ter pointer. 

|E. ifters. Bf^QSS^^^ ^^^ ^^ whole anfwere 

in my deuife doth reft, 
I fhall paint out our wower 

in colours of the beft. 
And all that I fay fhall be on 
Cuftances mouth, 
She is author of all that I fhall fpeake forfoth. 
But yond commeth Roifter Doifter nowe in a traunce. 
|S,. I^opstter. luno fende me this day good lucke and 
good cnaunce. 
I can not but come fee how Merygreeke doth fpeede. 
|ft. |ftrtS. I will not fee him, but giue him a iutte 
1 crie your mafterfhyp mercie. [in deede. 

y. f^ogfiter. And whither now ? [you. 

|E. Ifterg. As faft as I could runne fir in pofte againil 
But why fpeake ye fo faintly, or why are ye fo fad ? 
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JR. Ilos^ter. Thou knowefl the prouerbe, bycaufe 1 
can not be had. 
Haft thou fpoken with this woman ? 

|tt. |(tecp. Yea that I haue. 

y. ^o^jEfter. And what will this geare be ? 

fjSi. |ttetj). No fo God me faue. 

JR. ^ogjJter. Haft thou a flat anfwer ? 

jltt. itterg. Nay a fharp anfwer. 

|t. JRogjfter. What [hir cat 

|tt. jfterp. Ye ftiall not (Ihe fayth) by hir will many 
Ye are ftich a calfe, fuch an afle, fuch a blocke, 
Such a lilbume, fuch a hoball, fuch a lobcocke, 
And bicaufe ye ftioulde come to hir at no feafon, 
She defpifed your mafhip out of all reafon. 
Bawawe what ye fay (ko I) of fuch a ientman, 
Nay I teare him not (ko (he) doe the beft he can. 
He vaunteth him felfe for a man of proweffe greate, 
Where as a good gander I dare fay may him beate. 
And where he is louted and laughed to (korne, 
For the verieft dolte that euer was borne, 
And verieft lubber, flouen and beaft, 
Lining in this worlde from the weft to the eaft : 
Yet of himfelfe hath he fuche opinion. 
That in all the worlde is not the like minion. 
He thinketh eche woman to be brought in dotage 
With the onely fight of his goodly perfonage : [flocke, 
Yet none that will haue hym : we do hym loute and 
And make him among vs, our common fporting flocke, 
And fo would I now (ko ftie) faue onely bicaufe, 
Better nay (ko I) I luft not medle with dawes. 
Ye are happy (ko I) that ye are a woman, 
This would coft you your life in cafe ye were a man. 

JL JRo^itter. Yea an hundred thouiand pound (hould 
not faue hir life. [your wife, 

|tt. Jtterg. No but that ye wowe hir to haue hir to 
But I coulde not ftoppe hir mouth. 

|Sl. JRdSS^ter. Heigh how alas, 

^. liters^ -^^ ^^ good cheere man, and let the 
worlde paffe. [not bee. 

3R. JRofi^Kter. What fhajl I doe orlay nowe that it will 
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|ft. |(tec|!. Ye fhall haue choife of a thoufande as 
good as fhee, 
And ye muft pardon hir, it is for lacke of witte. 

S. lElositttr. Yea, for were not I an hulbande for 
Well what ihould I now doe ? [hir fitte 1 

ft. itterj. In faith I can not tell. 
1^ ^osietter. I will go home and die. 
Si. ^era. Then fhall I bidde toll the bell ? 
ft. ^OBJJter. No. 

|tt. Ittecs. ^^ ^^^ mercie on your foule, ah good 
gentleman, 
That er ye fhuld th[u]s dye for an vnkinde woman, 
Will ye drinke once ere ye goe. 
y. I^otjeftec. No, no, I will none. 
"I liters- ^^^ ^^^^^ y^^^ (ou\q to God. 
gutter. I am nigh gone. 
L ffterg. And fhall we hence flreight ? 
_ I. JojjJter. Yea. 

fBL ffitx^. Placebo dilexi. \vt infra* 

Maifler Doifler Doifler will flreight go home and die. 
JJ. |Io$j!(ter. Heigh how, alas, the pangs of death 

my hearte do breake. 
|E. Itterg. Holde your peace for fhame fir, a dead 
man may not fpeake. [haue ? 

Nequando : What mourners and what torches fhall we 
IL iRogjEJter. None. [graue, 

|tt. |(ter;s. Divide, He will go darklyng to his 
Neque^ lux, neque aitx^ neque mourners, neque clinke. 
He will fleale to heauen, vnknowing to God I thinke. 
A porta inferiy who fhall your goodes pofTeffe ? 

JBc f^ogjetter. Thou fhalt be my fectour, and haue all 

more and leffe. 
|tt. |fter;s. Requiem aternam. Now God reward 
your maflerihyp. 
And I will crie halfepenie doale for your worfhyp. 
Come forth firs, heare the dolefuU newes 

I (hall you tell. EuccntserMt 

Our good maifler here will no longer with ''«^^'^- 
vs dwell. 
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But in fpite of Cuflance, which hath hym weried, 
Let vs fee his mafhyp folemnely buried. 
And while fome piece of his foule is yet hym within, 
Some part of his funeralls let vs here begin. [man, 
Audiui vocem. All men take heede by this one gentle- 
Howe you fette your loue vpon an vnkinde woman. 
For thefe women be all fuch madde pieuifhe clues, 
They will not be wonne except it pleafe them felues. 
But in fayth Cuflance if euer ye come in hell, 
Maifter Roiflei* Doifler Ihall ferue you as well. 
And will ye needes go from vs thus in very deede ? 

|5,. JSogjEJler. Yea in good fadnefle ? 

ffi, liters. Now lefus Chrifl be your fpeede. 
Good night Roger olde knaue, farewell Roger olde 

knaue, 
Good night Roger olde knaue, knaue knap, vt infra* 
Pray for the late maifler Roifter Doiflers foule, 
And come forth parifh Clarke, let the paffing bell toll. 
Pray for your mayfler firs, and for Adsermsm- 

hym ring a peale. ^'''■^• 

He was your right good maifler while he was in heale. 
Qui Lazarum, 

3K-. JSogjJtcr. Heigh how. 

|tt. fBitx^. Dead men go not fo fafl 
/;/ Paradifum, 

^. JlogjJter. Heihow. 

fBL' ffitJCXl' Soft, heare what I haue cafl 

%' ^ogjJter. I will heare nothing, I am pafl. 

|tt. Itter^. Whough, wellaway. 
Ye may tarie one houre, and heare what I fhall fay, 
Ye were befl fir for a while to reuiue againe. 
And quite them er ye go. 

|l. llogjJter. Trowefl thou fo ? 
I. itterg. Ye plain. 

I $op)$ter. How may I reuiue being nowe fo farrc 
pafl? 

|tt. Ilteri!. I will rubbe your temples, and fette yoi] 
againe at lafl. 

35. ^ojrter. It will not be pofTible. 
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rlftetg. Yes for twentie pounde. 
I^o^rter. Armes what doll thou ? 
|E. Jfter^. Fet you again out of your found 
By this croffe ye were nigh gone in deede, I might feele 
Your foule departing within an inche of your heele. 
Now folow my counfell. 
fL y carter. What is it ? 
|tt. Jfters- If I wer you, 
Cullance fliould eft feeke to me, ere I woulde bowe. 
|S.. I^osjtter. Well, as thou wilt haue me. euen fo 

will I doe. 
|tt. fBivc^. Then Ihall ye reuiue againe for an houre 

or two. 
|S,. |ioj2]e(ter. As thou wilt I am content for a little 

fpace. 
|E. |ftet5. Good happe is not haflie : yet in fpace 
com[e]th grace, 
To fpeake with Cuflance your felfe Ihoulde be very 

well, 
What good therof may come, nor I, nor you can tell. 
But now the matter (landeth vpon your manage, 
Ye muft now take vnto you a luflie courage. 
Ye may not fpeake with a faint heart to Cuflance, 
But with a lufly breaft and countenance, 
That (he may knowe (he hath to anfwere to a man. 
|R. lilos^ter. Yes I can do that as well as any can. 
itt. Itterg. Then bicaufe ye muft Cuftance face to 
face wowe. 
Let vs fee how to behaue your felfe ye can doe. 
Ye muft haue a portely bragge after your eftate. 
JR. |Sotje(ter. Tuftie, I can handle that after the beft 

rate. 
IE. fSitv^* Well done, fo loe, vp man with your 
head and chin, 
Vp with that fnoute man : fo loe, nowe ye begin. 
So, that is fomewhat like, but prankie cote, nay whan, 
That is a luftie brute, handes vnder your fide man : 
So loe, now is it euen as it ftiould bee. 
That is fomewhat like, for a man of your degree. 
Then muft ye ftately goe, ietting vp and downew 
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Tut, can ye no better (hake the taile of your gowne? 
There loe, fuche a luftie bragge it is ye mufl make. 
JL ^osjefttr. To come behind, and make curdie, 

thou mufl fom pains take. 
|tt. Itterp. Elfe were I much to blame, I thanke 
your maflerlhyp. 
The lorde one day all to begrime you with worfliyp, 
Backe fir lauce, let gentlefolkes haue elbowe roome, 
Voyde firs, fee ye not maifter Roifler Doifter come ? 
Make place my maiflers. 
|t. lilo^jefter. Thou iufllefl nowe to nigh. 
^ itterj. Back al rude loutes. 
llogjESttr. Tufh. 
|tt. liters. I crie your mafhip mercy 
Hoighdagh, if faire fine miflreffeCuflancefawe you now, 
Ralph Royfler Doifter were hir owne I warrant you. 
Jt. I^o^itter. Neare an M by yoiu* girdle ? 
fH. |fters. Yoiu* good mafterihyps 
Maifterftiyp, were hir owne Miftrelhyps miftrelhjrps, 
Ye were take vp for haukes, ye were gone, ye were gone, 
But now one other thing more yet I thinke vpon. 
JR. JtogjfUr. Shewe what it is. 
Jtt. |tterg. A wower be he neuer fo poore 
Muft play and fing before his beftbeloues doore, 
How much more than you ? 
|R. |KoSje(ter. Thou fpeakeft wel out of dout 
|tt. liters. And perchaunce that woulde make hir 

the fooiier come out. 
JS.. Jlo^stter. Goe call my Mufitians, bydde them 

high apace. 
|tt. ^erp. I wyll be here with them ere ye can fay 
trey ace. Mxeat, 

JL JJojjSter. This was well fayde of Meiygreeke, I 
lowe hys wit, 
Before my fweete hearts dore we will haue a fit. 
That if my loue come forth, that I may with hir talke, 
I doubt not but this geare fhall on my fide walke. 
But lo, how well Merygreeke is returned fence. 
|E. |tterp. There hath grown no graflfe on my heele 
fince I went hence. 
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Lo here haue I brought that (hall make you paftance. 
y. IKo^jSter. Come firs let vs fing to winne my deare 
loue Cuflance. 

Cantcnt, 

|tt. Ifter^. Lo where Ihe commeth, fome counten- 
aunce to hir make 
And ye (hall heare me be plaine with hir for your lake. 



Actus, iij. Scaena iiij. 

Cujeftance. |ftersgreeke. I^oiitter Pointer. 

C (JTuittance, mSQp9|Hat gaudyng and foolyng is 

this afore my doore ? 
|tt. |tterp. May not folks 
be honeft, pray you, 
though they be pore ? 
d. QTujeftance. As that thing may be true, fo rich 

folks may be fooles, 
y. IKositter, Hir talke is as fine as (he had learned 

in fchooles. 
|tt. |tters* Looke partly towarde hir, and drawe a 

little nere. 
d. (S^uittance. Get ye home idle folkes. 
|E. liter]). Why may not we be here ? 
Nay and ye will haze, haze : otherwife I tell you plaine, 
And ye will not haze, then giue vs our geare againe. 
d. (JTuittance. In deede I haue of yours much gay 

things God faue all. 
JR. IKogjefter. Speake gently vnto hir, and let hir 

take all. 
jtt. Ifteri^. Ye are to tender hearted: (hall fhe make 
vs dawes ? [caufe. 

Nay dame, I will be plaine with you in my friends 
%' liogjJter. Let all this pafle fweete heart and ac- 
cept my feruice. 
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(jr. (ffitjJtence. 1 will not be ferued with a foole in 
no wife, 
When 1 choofe an hufbande I hope to take a man. 
|tt. jit erg. And where will ye finde one which can 
doe that he can ? 
Now thys man towarde you being fo kinde, [minde. 
You not to make him an anfwere fomewhat to his 
d. CujEftance. I fent him a full anfwere by you dyd 

I not? 
ftL, liters. And I reported it 
&. (EttjEftance. Nay I mud fpeake it againe. 
JL ^ogjEfter. No no, he tolde it all. 
'• Jpt^nH- W^s I not metely plaine ? 
I. IttojjjSter. Yes. 

:. jttet^. But 1 would not tell all, for faith if I had 
With you dame Cuflance ere this houre it had been 

bad, 
And not without caufe : for this goodly perfonage, 
Ment no leife than to ioyne with you in manage. 
C Ctt)Stance. Let him wad no more labour nor fute 
about me. [Heth I fee, 

|tt. Itterg. Ye know not where your preferment 
He fending you fuch a token, ring and letter. 
iff. CttjEftance. Mary here it is, ye neuer fawe a better. 
|ll. lllerB. Let vs fee your letter. 
S. cfujStance. Holde, reade it if ye can. 
And fee what letter it is to winne a woman. 
|tt. lUerg. To mine o^vne deare coney birde, fwete 
heart, and pigfny 
Good Miflreffe Cuftance prefent thefe by and by, 
Of this fuperfcription do ye blame the (lile ? 
C QTujeftance. With the red as good duffe as ye 

redde a great while. 
|tt. liters. Sweete midreife where as I loue you 
nothing at all. 
Regarding your fubdance and richeffe chiefe of all, 
For your perfonage, beautie, demeanour and wit, 
I commende me vnto you neuer a whit. 
Sorie to heare report of your good welfare. 
For (as I heare lay) fuche your conditions are. 
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That ye be worthie fauour of no liuing man, 

To be abhorred of euery honed man. 

To be taken for a woman enclined to vice. 

Nothing at all to Vertue gyuing hir due price. 

Wherfore concerning mariage, ye are thought 

Suche a fine Paragon, as nere honed man bought. 

And nowe by thele prefentes I do you aduertife 

That I am minded to marrie you in no wife. 

For your goodes and fubdance, I coulde bee content 

To take you as ye are. If ye mynde to bee my wyfe, 

Ye ihall be affured for the t)niie of my lyfe, 

I will keepe ye ryght well, from good rayment and fare, 

Ye fhall not be kepte but in forowe and care. 

Ye fhall in no wyfe lyue at your owne libertie, 

Doe and fay what ye lud, ye Ihall neuer pleafe me, 

But when ye are mery, I will be all fadde, 

When ye are fory, I will be very gladde. 

When ye feeke your heartes eafe, I will be vnkinde. 

At no tyme, in me fhall ye muche gentlenefTe finde. 

But all things contrary to your will and minde, 

Shall be done : otherwife I wyll not be behinde 

To fpeake. And as for all them that woulde do you wrong 

I will fo helpe and mainteyne, ye fhall not lyue long. 

Nor any foolifhe dolte, fhall cumbre you but I. 

I, who ere fay nay, uyll dicke by you tyll 1 die. 

Thus good midreffe Cudance, the lorde you faue and 

kepe. 
From me Roider Doider, whether I wake or flepe. 
Who fauoureth you no leffe, (ye may be bolde) 
Than this letter purporteth, which ye haue vnfolde. 
(!t. Ctts^tance. Howe by this letter of loue ? is it not 

fine ? [mjme. 

JR. lilog^ter. By the armes of Caleys it is none of 
ffi, liters* Fie you are fowle to blame this is your 

owne hand. 
C (I)Qj!(tanct. Might not a woman be proude of 

fuch an hufbande ? 
|tt. Iltcrj^. Ah that ye would in a letter fhew fuch 

defpite. 
JR. ISos^ter. Oh I would I had ^ym Vv«t^\3cv^^\x!L0ci 

'Wd it endite. 



52 Roister Doister. 

Jtt. Itterg. Why ye made it your felfe ye tolde me 

by this light. 
^. llogjitcr. Yea I ment I wTote it myne owne felfe 

yeflernight. 
d. (I^u^tance. Ywis fir, I would not haue fent you 

fuch a mocke. 
|1. ^ogs^ter. Ye may fo take it, but I ment it not fo 

by cocke. 
Jtt. |ftecp. Who can blame this woman to fume 

and frette and rage ? 
Tut, tut, your felfe nowe haue marde your owne marri- 

Well, yet miflreffe Cuftance, if ye can this remitte, 
This gentleman other wife may your loue requitte. 
(tt. (I)ttj!(tance. No God be with you both, and feeke 
no more to me. Eoceat. 

^. JtogjJter. Wough, fhe is gone for euer, I fhall hir 

no more fee. 
|tt. |tterj). What weepe? fye for fliame, and blul> 
ber ? for manhods fake, 
Neuer lette your foe fo muche pleafure of you take. 
Rather play the mans parte, and doe loue refraine. 
If (he defpife you een defpife ye hir againe. 

51. |[losJ!(ter. By goffe and for thy fake I defye hir 

in deede. 
Jtt. |tterg. Yea and p.erchaunce that way ye (hall 
much fooner fpeede, 
For one madde propretie thefe women haue in fey, 
When ye will, they will not: Will not ye, then will they. 
Ah fooli(he woman, ah mode vnluckie Cuftance, 
Ah vnfortunate woman, ah pieuifhe Cuftance, 
Art thou to thine harmes fo obftinately bent, 
That thou canft not fee where lieth thine high prefer- 
ment ? [well ? 
Canft thou not lub dis man, which coulde lub dee fo 
Art thou fo much thine own foe. 
|R. IJogs^ter. Thou doft the truth telL 
;.JfltterB. Wei I lament. 
I. yogjjter. So do I. 
itt. itterp. Wherfor ? 
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fl. lIogjEJter. For this thing 
Bicaufe (he is gone. 

'• Jtterg. I moume for an other thing. 
\. ^ogitter. What is it Merygreeke, wherfore thou 
doft griefe take ? 
|tt. |ttet5. That I am not a woman myfelfe for your 
fake, 
I would haue you my felfe, and a (Irawe for yond Gill, 
And mocke much of you though it were againft my 

will. 
I would not I warrant you, fall in fuch a rage, 
As fo to refufe fuche a goodly perfonage. [greeke. 
5- i^ogjEJter. In faith I heartily thanke th'je Mery- 
r. ftterj. And I were a woman. 
I. ^^jefter. Thou wouldefl to me feeke. [bee. 

'• i^^' ^^^ though I iay it, a goodly perfon ye 

f^O]^%Uv. No, no. 
[. Jttecp. Yes a goodly man as ere 1 dyd fee. 
fio^fiitv. No, I am a poore homely man as God 
made mee. 

fBL. liters- ^7 ^^^ ^^^^^ ^^i^ ^ owe to God fir, but 
ye bee. 
VVoulde I might for your fake, fpende a thoufande 
pound land. 

IR. Jlojjster. I dare fay thou wouldefl haue me to 
thy hulbande. 

fBL ^er^. Yea : And I were the faired lady in the 
fluere. 
And knewe you as I know you, and fee you nowehere. 
Well I fay no more. 

JR. ^o^aitv, Gramercies with all my hart. 

fltt. Werg. But fmce that can not be, will ye play a 

|K. y ogjJttr. How (hould I ? [wife parte ? 

itt. Ilteri^. Kefraine from Cuflance a while now. 
And I warrant hir foone right glad to feeke to you, 
Ye fhall fee hir anon come on hir knees creeping. 
And pray you to be good to hir falte teares weeping. 

3R. ^Ko^jSter. But what and (he come not ? 

Jtt. ^er^. In faith then farewel Ihe. 
Or elfe if ye be wroth, ye may auenged be. 
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S. Stpjftct. Bf cocks predous potflicke, and een 

^ folflmlL 
I wjll TtterlT deftroj hir, and honfe and all. 
But I woukle be anenged in the meane fpace, . 

On that vile iciibler, that did my wowyng di^^iace: I 

jtt. ifttcp. Scribler (ko joa) in deede he is worthy 
no lefie. 
I will call hym to you, and ye bidde me doubtlefle. 

|S. fSoSjtUr. Yes, for although he had as many Hues, 
As a thoufande widowes, and a thoufande wiues, 
As a thoufande lyons, and a thouiand lattes, 
A thoufande wolues, and a thoufande cattes, 
A thoufande bulles, and a thoufande calues, 
And a thoufande legions diuided in halues, 
He fhall neuer fcape death on my fwoides point, 
Though I fhoulde be tome therfore ioynt by ioynt 

|E. fUtX^' Nay, if ye will kyll him, I will not feite 
hun, 
I will not in fo muche extremitie fette him. 
He may yet amende fir, and be an honefl man, 
Therfore pardon him good foule, as muche as ye can. 

y. Jlosietter. Well, for thy fake, this once with his 
lyfe he fhall paffe, 
But I wyll hewe h)nii all to pieces by the MaiTe. 

|E. |Ber]|. Nay fayth ye (hall promife that he fhall 
no harme haue, 
Elfe I will not fet him. 

Jl. |lo]^0ter. I fhall fo God me faue. 
But I may chide him a good. 

fll. Ifterg. Yea that do hardely. 

^. ^ogs^ter. Go then. 

|tt. |(tet5. I retume, and bring him to you by and 
by. Rx. 






/ 
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Actus, iij. Scaena v. 

JKotj^ter potj^ter. |ltatI)etoe Itterggreehe. jKcrinener. 

|K^. |io22li(ter. ^B^ffSSS^^^ ^^ ^ gentleman but his 

worde and his promife ? 
I muflnowefaue this vilaines 

l3rfe in any wife, 
And yet at hyrn already m}' 
handes doe tickle, 
I fhall vneth holde them, they wyll be fo fickle. 
But lo and Merygreeke haue not brought him fens ? 
|tt. jftets- Nay I woulde I had of my purfe payde 

fortie pens. 
jKcttnener. So woulde I too : but it needed not that 

flounde, 
Jtt. jftets* But the ientman had rather fpent fine 
thoufande pounde, 
For it difgraced him at lead fiue tymes fo muche. 
jKcrtnener. He difgraced hym felfe, his loutiflineffe 

is fuche. 
1^ l^gjSter. Howe long they (lande prating? Why 

comfl thou not away ? 
Jtt. jfter|). Come nowe to hymfelfe, and hearke what 

he will fay. 
jittxntmx. I am not afrayde in his prefence to ap- 

peere. 
JR. ^o^%itt. Arte thou come felow? 
J^mnener. How thinke you ? am I not here ? 
JBi fiogjitter. What hindrance hafl thou done me, 

and what villanie ? 
jftcrittener. It hath come of thy felfe, if thou hafl 

had any. 
JR. JRogjSter. All the (locke thou comefl of later or 
rather, 
From thy fyrfl fathers grandfathers fathers father, 
Nor all that (hall come of thee to the worldes ende, 
Though to three fcore generations they defcende^ 
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Can be able to make me a iuft recompenfe, 
For this trefpafle of thine and this one offenfe. 
Scrittener. Wherin? 

JR. |Rop]$ter. Did not you make me a letter brother? 
^criuener. Pay the like hire, I will make you fucbe 

an other. 
3^- JRogjiiter. Nay fee and thefe whoorefon Pharifevi 
and Scribes 
Doe not get their liuyng by polling and bribes. 
If it were not for fhame. 
^tritrener. Nay holde thy hands flill. 
Jtt. Jtterg. Why did ye not promife that ye would 

not him fpill ? 
jicritteiter. Let him not fpare me. 
JR. I^ogjster. Why wilt thou (Irike me again ? 
j&criuener. Ye Ihall haue as good as ye bring of me 

that is plaine. 
Jtt. jfterg. I can not blame him fir, though your 
blowes wold him greue. 
For he knoweth prefent death to enfue of all ye geue. 
Jl. |Ko]^]$ter. Well, this man for once hath purchafed 
thy pardon. [gon. 

jicrittener. And what fay ye to me ? or elfe I will k 
|R. JRogjitter. I fay the letter thou maded me was 

not good, 
^criuener. Then did ye wrong copy it of likelyhood 
|B. I^ogjitter. Yes, out of thy copy worde for worde \ 
wrote. [wotc 

jicrittener. Then was it as ye prayed to haue it '. 
But in reading and pointyng there was made fome faulte 
3^- JRogjiiter. I wote not, but it made all my matte 

to haulte. 
jScriueiter. Howe fay you, is this mine originall o 
no ? [mote I go 

JR. JRogjSter. The felfe fame that I wrote out of, f( 
jKcrtttener. Loke you on your owne fifl, and I wil 
looke on this, 
And let this man be iudge whether I reade amifle. 
To myne owne dere coney birde, fweete heart, an( 
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ood miflreffe Cuflance, prefent thefe by and by. 

ow now ? doth not this fuperfcription agree ? 

^ Slogsiter. Reade that is within, and there ye Ihall 

the fault fee. 
^criuener. Sweete miflreffe, where as I loue you, 

nothing at all 
-egarding your richeffe and fubflance : chiefe of all 
or your perfonage, beautie, demeanour and witte 
commende me vnto you : Neuer a whitte 
3ry to heare reporte of your good welfare, 
or (as I heare fay) fuche your conditions are, 
hat ye be worthie fauour : Of no lining man 
o be abhorred : of euery honefl man 
o be taken for a woman endined to vice 
Nothing at all : to vertue giuing hir due price. 
>^herfore concerning manage, ye are thought 
Uche a fine Paragon, as nere honefl man bought. 
>^nd nowe by thefe prefents I doe you aduertife, 
'hat I am minded to marrie you : In no wyfe 
or your goodes and fubflance : I can be content 
b take you as you are : yf ye will be my wife, 
e fhall be afTured for the time of my life, 
wyll keepe you right well : from good raiment and fare, 
e fhall not be kept : but in forowe and care 
e fhall in no wyfe lyue : at your owne libertie, 
oe and fay what ye lufl : ye fhall neuer pleafe me 
ut when ye are merrie : I will bee all fadde 
'hen ye are forie : I wyll be very gladde 
^hen ye feeke your heartes eafe : I will be vnkinde 
t no time : in me fhall ye muche gentleneffe finde. 
It all things contrary to your will and minde 
lall be done otherwife : I wyll not be behynde 
fpeake : And as for all they that woulde do you wrong, 
wyll fo helpe and maintayne ye) fhall not lyue long, 
or any foolifhe dolte fhall cumber you, but I, 
who ere fay nay, wyll flicke by you tyll I die. 
lus good miflreffe Cuflance, the lorde you faue and 

kepe. 
om me Roifler Doifler, whether I wake or flepe, 

E 
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WTio feuoureth you do leffe, (ye liiay be bolde) 
Than this letter purporteth, which ye haue vnfolde. 
Now iir, what de&ult can ye finde in this letter? 
|L So^jfttr. Of truth in my mynde there can not be 
a better. [in writ)nig, 

J&criiuner. Then was the fault in readyng, and not 
No nor I dare (ay in the fourme of endityxig. 
But who read this letter, that it founded fo nought ? 
|B. Ifttcg. I redde it in deede. 
jftcrtttenrr. Ye red it not as ye ought 
|K. IKog^Btter. AMiy thou ^Tetched villaine was all this 

l^e &ult in thee ? 
|E. Itterp. I knocke your coflarde if ye offer to 

flnke me. 
|R. IKos^r- Striked thou in deede? and I offer but 
in iell? [lit in reil 

|B. Itterg. Yea and rappe you againe except ye can 
And I will no longer tarie here me beleue. 
|R. |^g]$Ur. What wilt thou be angry, and I do 
thee forgeue ? 
Fare thou well fcribler, I crie thee mercie in deede. 
jScrxttener. Fare ye well bibbler, and worthily may 

ye fpeede. 
|i. |^g]$ter. If it were an other but thou, it were a 
knaue. [both iaue, 

Jtt. jfter|). Ye are an other your felfe fir, the lordevs 
Albeit in this matter I mud your pardon craue, 
Alas woulde ye wyfhe in me the witte that ye haue? 
But as for my fault I can quickely amende, 
I will fhewe Cullance it was I that did offende. 
JR. |io|^]$ter. By fo doing hir anger may be reformed 
Jtt. jfterg. But if by no entreatie fhe will be turned. 
Then fette lyght by hir and bee as teflie as fhee, 
And doe your force vpon hir with extremitie. 
y. I^ijiiter. Come on therefore lette vs go home in 
ladneffe. (readineffe, 

Jtt. Jtterg. That if force fhall neede all may be in a 
And as for thys letter hardely let all go, 
We wyll know where (he refufe you for that or no. 

\Eo:eant am^ 
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Actus, iiij. Scsena. > 

HS there any man but 
I Sym Surefby 

That would haue 
taken fuch an en- 
terprife himvpon, 
In fudie an outra- 
gious tempeH. as 
as this was. 
Suche a daungerous gulfe of the fea to paffe. 
I thinke verily Nepiums mightie god/hyp, 
Was angry with fome that was in our Ihyp, 
And but for the honeflie which in me he founde, 
I thinke for the others fake we had bene drownde. 
But fye on that feruant which for his maiflers wealth 
Will (licke for to hazarde both his lyfe and his health. 
My maifler Gawyn Goodlucke after me a day 
Bicaufe of the weatlier, thought bed hys (hyppe to (lay, 
And now that I haue the rough fourgesfo well pad, 
God graunt I may finde all things lafe here at laft'. 
Then will I thinke all my trauaile well fpent. 
Nowe the firil poynt wherfore my maillerhath me fent 
Is to falute dame Chriflian Cuftance his wife, 
Efpoiifed : whome he tendreth no leffe than his life, 
I mull fee how it is with hir well or wrong. 
And whether for him fhe doth not now thinke long : 
Then to other friendes I haue a meffage or tway, 
And then fo to retume and mete him on the way. 
Now wyll I goe knocke that I may difpatche with 

fpeede, 
But loe forth commeth hir felfe liappily in deede. 
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Actus, iiij. Scaena. ij. 

(!ri)ri]$ttan (jTitjittattce. ^im. jfturej^bs. 

C. (Siu^tance. P^^SQ Come to fee if any more 

flirryng be here, 
But what flraunger is this, 
which doth to meappere? 
^gm j^nrje^. I will fpeake 
to hir : Dame the lorde you faue and fee. 
d. Cujstance. What friende Sym Surefby? Forfoth 
right welcome ye be, 
Howe doth mine owneGaw5ni Goodlucke, I pray the tell? 
^. ^urejsbg. When he knoweth of your health he 
will be perfect well. [would be. 

CT. (ttttjStance. If he haue perfect helth, I am as I 
J^tnt. Sure. Suche newes will pleafe him well, this is 

as it fhould be. 
d. CTujedance. I thinke now long for him. 
^gm ^ure. And he as long for you. 
d. dusitattce. When wil he be at home ? 
^gm ^ure. His heart is here een now 
His body commeth after. 
(tt. dttjStattce. I w'oulde fee that faine. [a maine. 
^im ^ure. As fafl as wynde and fayle can cary it 
But what two men are yonde comming hitherwarde ? 
CT. (irujstattce. Now I fhrew their befl Chriflmaffe 
chekes both togetherward. 

Actus, iiij. Scaena iij. 

floijiter. Jttatl)etD l&ei-ggreke. SrupeitB. 

d. (jTttjstattce. I^^SSHHat meane thefe lewde 

felowes thus to trouble 
me stil? 
Sym Surefbyhere perchance 
Ilial therof deme fom yll. 
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And (hall fufpect in me fome point of naiightinefle. 
And they come hitherward. 

^gm ^ttre. What is their bufmeffe ? 

ffl. ^UjStance. I haue nought to them, nor they to 

me in fadnefle. 
^im ^ure. Let vs hearken thera^ fomewhat there 

is I feare it 
JJ,. '^iy^%\xc. I will fpeake out aloude bed, that (he 

may heare it. 
|tt. |Aer$. Nay alas, ye may fo feare hir out of hir 
wit [hir no whit 

y. l^ogjitter. By the cro(re of my fworde, I will hurt 
|tt. jfterg. Will ye doe no harme in deede, (hall I 
trufl your worde ? [but in borde. 

^. I^Oi^jSter. By Roider Doiders fayth 1 ^vill fpeake 
^ttn. ^ure. Let vs hearken them, fomwhat there is 
I feare it [heare it : 

Jt. I^pjetter. I will fpeake out aloude, I care not who 
Sirs, fee that my hameffe, my tergat, and my (hield, 
Be made as bright now, as when I was lafl in fielde. 
As white as I (houlde to warre againe to morrowe : 
For ficke (hall I be, but I worke fome folke forow. 
Therfore fee that all (hine as bright as fainct George, 
Or as doth a key newly come from the Smiths forge. 
I woulde haue my fworde and hame(re to (hine fo bright. 
That I might therwith dimme mine enimies fight, 
I would haue it caft beames as fad I tdl you playne. 
As doth the glittryng graflfe after a (howre of raine. 
And fee that in cafe I (houlde neede to come to arny- 
All things may be ready at a minutes warning, [ing. 
For fuch chaunce may chaunce in an houre, do ye 
heare ? 
|tt. Jfierg. As perchance (hall not chaunce againe 

in feuen yeare. 
JR. l^oi^jSter. Now draw we neare to hir, and here 

what (hall be fayde. 
|tt. fSxt^. But I woulde not haue you make hir too 

muche afi-ayde. 
JR. fiog^Ster. Well founde fweete wife (I trud) for al 
this your foure looke. 
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d. (Sttjittance. Wife, why cal ye me wife ? 
^im ^ure. Wife ? this gear goth acrook. 
|tt. |fter]^. Nay miilrefle Cuflance, I warrant you, 
our letter 
Is not as we redde een nowe, but much better, 
And where ye halfe flomaked this gentleman afore, 
For this fame letter, ye wyll loue hym now therefore, 
Nor it is not this letter, though ye were a queene, 
That (houlde breake marriage betweene you twaine I 
weene. [fake. 

d. ©ttjStance. I did not refufe hym for the letters 
|l. JRogjSter. Then ye are content me for your 

hufbande to take. 
C. ffittjdance. You for my hufbande to take? no- 
thing leffe truely. 
ft. I&opjitter. Yea fay fo, fweete fpoufe, afore (Iraun- 
gers hardly. [with me, 

|tt. |fterg. And though I haue here his letter of loue 
Yet his ryng and tokens he fent, keepe fafe with ye. 
»(I. dttjstance. A mifchiefe take his tokens, and him 
and thee too. 
But what prate I with fooles? haue I nought elfe to doo? 
Come in with me Sym Surelby to take fome repafl. 
^im ^rtre. I mufl ere 1 drinke by your leaue, goe 
in all hafl, 
To a place or two, with earned letters of his. 
(J. CujStance. Then come drink here with me. 
^im ^ure. I thank you. 
(tt. (tttrjStance. Do not miffe 
You Ihall haue a token to your maifter with you. 
^gm ^ure. No tokens this time gramercies, God 
be with you. Eoceat, 

CT. (ttttjEftance. Surely this fellowe mifdeemeth fome 
yll in me. 
Which thing but God helpe, will go neere to fpill me. 
JR. l&ogjSter. Yea farewell fellow, and tell thy maifter 
Goodlucke 
That he commeth to late of thys bloflbme to plucke. 
Let him keepe him there Hill, or at lead wife make no 
As for his labour hither he fhall fpende in waft, piafl 
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His betters be in place nowe. 

|tt. |ltet22- As long as it will hold. 

CT. Cnj^tAtue. I will be euen with thee thou bead, 
thou mayfl be bolde. 

JR. JRogjiiter. Will ye haue vs then ? 

(i. d^nj^ta^nce. I will neuer haue thee. 

JR. I^uje^ter. Then will I haue you ? 

C. €^ttj<tattce. No, the deuill Ihal haue thee. 
I haue gotten this houre more fhame and harme by thee, 
Then all thy life days thou canfl do me honeflie. 

|tt. Jtterg. Why nowe may ye fee what it comth too 
in the ende, 
To make a deadly foe of your mod louing frende : 
And ywis this letter if ye woulde heare it now. 

C ditftattce. I will heare none of it. 

Jtt. jftets- In faith would rauilhe you. [is cleare. 

C dttje^tance. He hath flained my name for euer this 

|L I^SJ^ter. I can make all as well in an houre. 

Jtt. ^er^. As ten yeare. 
How fay ye, wil ye haue him ? 

d. fflttjstattce. No. 

jn. Jfterg. Wil ye take him? 

S. (ftuttance. I defie him. 

|tt. jEerg. At my word ? 

®. (ffnj^tance. A fhame take him. 
Wafle no more wynde, for it will neuer bee. 

Jtt. jfterp. This one faulte with twaine fhall be 
mended, ye Ihall fee. 
Gentle miflreffe Cuflance now, good miflreffe Cuflance, 
Honey miflreffeCuflance now,fweete miflreffe Cuflance, 
Golden miflreffeCuflance now, white miflreffeCuflance, 
Silken miflreffe Cuflance now, faire miflreffe Cuflance. 

d. (jTuj^tance. Faith rather than to mary with fuche 
a doltifhe loute, 
I woulde matche my felfe with a begger out of doute. 

Jtt. |ner|). Then I can fay no more, to fpeede we 
are not like, 
Except ye rappe out a ragge of your Rhetorike. 

d. Cni^tance. Speake not of winnyng me : for it 
fhall neuer be fo. 
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3^- liOgsiter. Yes dame, I will haue you whether ye 
will or no, 
I coramaunde you to loue me, wherfore flioulde ye not? 
Is not my loue to you chafing and burning hot ? 
|tt. |tterg. Too hir, that is well £ayd. 
|l. ^o^^jSter. Shall I fo breake my braine 
To dote vpon you, and ye not loue vs againe ? 
|tt. ^erg. Wei fayd yet. 
ffi. ©ujstance. Go to you goofe. 
25" JlogjSter. I fay Kit Cuflance, 
In cafe ye will not haze, well, better yes perchaunce. 
®. ©ttjStance. Auaunt lozell, picke thee hence. 
|tt. |tterg. Wei fir, ye perceiue, 
For all your kinde offer, fhe will not you receiue. 
JR. |togs;ter. Then a flrawe for hir, and a flrawe for 
hir againe, 
She fhall not be my wife, woulde fhe neuer fo faine. 
No and though fhe would be at ten thoufand pounde 
cofl. [ye haue lofi 

|tt. Itterg. Lo dame, ye may fee what an hufbande 
fi^. dusitance. Yea, no force, a iewell muche better 

lofl than founde. 
Jtt. Jtterg. Ah, ye will not beleue how this doth my 
heart wounde. 
How fhoulde a mariage betwene you be towarde, 
If both parties drawe backe, and become fo frowarde. 
Jl. Hogjrter. Nay dame, I will fire thee out of thy 
houfe. 
And deflroy thee and all thine, and that by and by. 
|tt. Itterg. Nay for the paffion of God fir, do not fo. 
|R" JRogjSter. Yes, except flie will fay yea to that fhe 

fayde no. 
C. Ctt^taitce. And what, be there no oflScers trow 
we, in towne 
To checke idle loytrers, braggyng vp and downe ? 
Where be they, by whome vacabunds fhoulde be re- 

preft? 
That poore fiUie Widowes might Hue in peace and refl. 
Shall I neuer ridde thee out of my companie ? 
I will call for helpe, what hough, come forth Trupenie. 



Roister Doister. ^is 

STntpeme. Anon. What is your will miflrefle ? dyd 
ye call me ? [may be, 

(J. ®ttj(tance. Yea, go runne apace, and as fafl as 
Pray Triflram Trufly, my mofle aflured frende, 
To be here by and by, that he may me (jefende. 
Stnipettie. That meflage fo quickly fhall be done by 
Gods grace. 
That at my returne ye fhall fay, I went apace. Exeat. 
ffl. Cttsltattce. Then fhall we fee I trowe, whether ye 

fhall do me harme, 
JR. JRogsiter. Yes in faith Kitte, I fliall thee and 
thine fo charme, 
That all women incarnate by thee may beware. 

C dTttjEftattce. Nay, as for charming me, come hither 

if thou dare, [traine, 

I fhall cloute thee tyll thou flinke, both thee and thy 

And coyle thee mine owne handes, and fende thee 

home againe. [me threaten ? 

JR. JRoBJSter. Yea fayfl thou me that dame? dofl thou 

Goe we, I flill fee whether I fhall be beaten. 

fSi. |fter]^. Nay for the paifhe of God, let me now 
treate peace, 
For bloudfhed will there be in cafe this flrife increace. 
Ah good dame Cuflance, take better way with you. 
ffl. fl^ujstance. Let him do his worfl. 
|tt. |tterg. Yeld in time. 
|&. ^022)$ter. Come hence thou. 

Exeant Roijler et Mery, 

Actus, iiij. Scaena iiij. 

€l)ris;tiatt Cujstance. ^Inot ^llgface. 
^ibet ST. |n. jnumblecnt^t 

d. Ctt^tance. I^^^^^O firra, if I fhould not with 

hym take this way, 
I .(hould not be ridde 
of him I thinke till 
doomes day, 
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I will call forth my folkes, that without any mockes 
If he come agayne we may giue him rappes and knockes. 
Mage Mumblecnifl, come forth, and Tibet Talke apace. 
Yea and come forth too, miftreffe Annot Alyface. 
;Slitnot ^Ig. I come. 
STtbet And I am here. 
. jft. jftnmb. And I am here too at length. 
ffl. ^ttj^tance. Like warriers if nede bee, ye mufl 
(hew yom- flrength 
The man that this day hath thus begiled you. 
Is Ralph Roifler Doifler, whome ye know well mowe, 

:e and daflarde that euer on grounde 
wH '.'J. [abrode. 

'^•*^ ^ . . : fee all folke mocke hym when he goth 
• :. What pretie maide? will ye talke 
eake ? 
.1 No forfooth good millreffe. 
d. (ITujittance. Will ye my tale breake? 
He threatneth to come hither with all his force to fight, 
I charge you if he come, on him with all your might 
Jtt. IftumbL I with my diflafFe will reache hym one 

rappe, 
STib. STalh. And I with my newe btoome will fweepe 
hym one fwappe, 
And then with our greate clubbe I will reache hym one 
rappe. 
%Xi. ^liface. And I with our fkimmer will fling him 

one flappe. 
Sib. S^alh. Then Trupenies fireforke will him 
Ihrewdly fray, 
And you '•''**^' '' may driue him quite away. 

(J. dttjs . . ke all ready, that it may be 

een f 
STib. 2Ca ' ! . i ;} ' te I flirewe them that lafl about 
it go. EoceatiL 
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Actus, iiij. Scaena v. 

GD[)rt3*ti«n (jTuj^tattce. Sntpenie. Swtram SCrujiitg. 

C CTujStaiue. iUS^SI^^P^^^^ ^y^ promife me 

to mnne a great pace, 
My friend Triflram Trufty 

to fet into this place. 
In deede he dwelleth hence 
a good flert I confeffe : 
But yet a quicke meflanger might twice fmce as I gefle, 
Haue gone and come againe. Ah yond I fpie him now. 
STntpeni^. Ye are a flow goer fir, I make God auow. 
My miflrefle Cuflance will in me put all the blame, 
Your leggs be longer than myne : come apace for fhame. 
d. (S^ujettattce. I can thee thanke Trupenie, thou hafl 
done right wele. [on my hele, 

S^ntpen^. Maiflreffefmce I went nograffe hath growne 
But maifler Triflram Trull ie here maketh no fpeede. 
d. (jTitj^tance. That he came at all I thanke him in 
very deede, 
For now haue I neede of the helpe of fome wife man. 
ST. STntjftg. Then may I be gone againe, for none 
fuch I [a]m. [man 

STntpente. Ye may bee by your going : for no Alder- 
Can goe I dare fay, a fadder pace than ye can. 

C €^tt]$tAnce. Trupenie get thee in, thou flialt among 
them knowe. 
How to vfe thy felfe, like a propre man I trowe. 
Strnpenp. I go. Ex, [much. 

d. dujettance. Now Triftram Trufly I thank you right 
For at my firfl fending to come ye neuer grutch. 
8C. %V(x,%\.^, Dame Cullance God ye faue, and while 
my life fliall lafl, [waft. 

For my friende Goodlucks fake ye fhall not fende in 
CT. dttjstance. He fhal giue you thanks. 
®. SrniStp. I will do much for his fake 
CT. Citjitatice. But alack, I feare, great difpleafure 
fliall be take. 
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ST. STruj^tj). A\Tierfore? 

C Cujstance. For a foolifli matter. 

oT. SrujStg. What is your caufe fdawes. 

d. ®us;tance. I am yll accombred with a couple of 

2f . SCrujStg. Nay weepe not woman : but tell me what 
your caufe is 
As concerning my fricnde is any thing amide ? 

®. ®us;tattce. No not on my part : but here was Sym 
Surelby. 

8C. SCrujstie. He was with me and told me fo. 

C. ©ttjstance. And he floode by 
While Ralph Roifler Doifler with helpe of Merygreeke, 
For promife of mariage dyd vnto me feeke. 

51. SfrujJtg. And had ye made any promife before them 
twaine, [flaine, 

d. du^tance. No I had rather be tome in pieces and 
No man hath my faith and trouth, but Gawyn Good- 

lucke, 
And that before Surefby dyd I fay, and there flucke, 
But of certaine letters there were fuche words- fpok en. 

5C. SCrttjJtie. He tolde me that too. 

d. ©ttjStance. And of a ring and token. 
That Surefby I fpied, dyd more than halfe fufpect, 
That I my faith to Gawyn Goodlucke dyd reiect. 

S. SrnjStg. But there was no fuch matter dame Cus- 
tance in deede ? 

C. dttjstance. If euer my head thought it, God fende 
me yll fpeede. 
Wherfore I befeech you, with me to be a witneffe, 
That in all my lyfe I neuer intended thing leffe. 
And what a brainficke foole Ralph Roifler Doifler is, 
Your felfe know well enough. 

5C. SmjStj). Ye fay full true ywis. [apply, 

(JT. ©ttjstance. Bicaufe to bee his wife I negraunt nor 
Hither will he com he fweareth by and by, [houfeflat 
To kill both me and myne, and beate do>vne my 
Therfore I pray your aide. 

5C. STnijStie. I warrant you that 

fl^. CttjStattce. Haue I fo many yeres liued a fobre lifq 
And fliewed my felfe honefl, mayde, widowe, and wyfc 
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And nowe to be abufed in fuch a vile forte, 

Ye fee howe poore Widowes lyue all voyde of comfort. 

SiC. SfrujStg. I warrant hyra do you no harme nor 
wrong at all. [moll appall, 

CI. CttjStance. No, but Mathew Merygreeke doth me 

That he woulde ioyne hym felfe with fuche a wretched 

loute. [doubte, 

®. SnxjiiB. He doth it for a iefl I knowe hyra out of 
And here cometh Merygreke. 

d. Cttji^tance. Then fhal we here his mind. 




Actus, iiij. Scaena. vj. 

Jtterggreke. (Il)rijB(tian CujJtance. STrijit. Srujstg. 

Jtt. itterg. I^^^^Uflance and Truflie both, I 

doe you here well finde. 
C[. ®uj(tattce. Ah Mathew 
Merygreeke, ye haue vfed 
me well. 

|tt. Itterg. Nowe for altogether ye mufl your 
anfwere tell. 
Will ye haue this man, woman ? or elfe will ye not ? 
Elfe will he come neuer bore fo brymme nor tofl fo hot. 
SCrij*. anb ®u. But why ioyn ye with him. 
®. STntjSti^. For mirth. 

ffl. (ITujittance. Or elfe in fadneffe [mater geffe. 

f^' Jtterg. The more fond of you both hardly yat 
^rtje^tram. Lo how fay ye dame ? 
Jtt. |tterg. Why do ye thinke dame Cuflance 
That in this wowyng I haue ment ought but paflance ? 
ffl. (JujStance. Much things ye fpake, I wote, to 

maintaine his dotage. 
|tt. Ifterp. But well might ye iudge I fpake it all 
in mockage ? 
For why ? Is Roifler Doifler a fitte hufband for you ? 
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ST. STrttjSts. I dare fay ye neuer thought it 

|tt. fUtiTSt' No ^o God I vow. 
And dyd not I knowe afore of the infurance 
Betweene Gawyn Goodlucke, and Chriftian Cuftance ? 
And dyd not I for the nonce, by my conueyance, 
Reade his letter in a wrong fenfe for daliance ? 
That if you coulde haue take it vp at the firft bounde, 
We fhould therat fuch a fporte and paftime haue 

founde, 
That all the whole towne fliould haue ben the merier. 

(tt. (ttttjitattce. Ill ake your heades both, I was neuei 
werier, 
Nor neuer more vexte fmce the firft day I was borne. 

ST. Srujstg. But very well I wift he here did all in 
fcome. 

C dujJtatlce. But I feared therof to take dilhoneftie, 

|tt. Jtterg. This fhould both haue made fport, and 

fhewed your honeftie [low. 

And Goodlucke I dare fweare, your witte therin would 

ST. STrajStg. Yea, being no worfe than we know it 
•to be now. [come to him, 

|tt. Ittcrg. And nothing yet to late, for when 1 
Hither will he repaire with a fheepes looke full grim, 
By plaine force and violence to driue you to yelde. 

C dttjitattce. If ye two bidde me, we will with him 
I and my maides together. [pitche a fieldCj 

Jtt. Jtterj). Let vs fee, be bolde. 

d. (ttti}»tance. Ye Ihall fee womens warre. 

ST. Snijitg. That fight wil I behold. brim, 

fH, |tterg. If occafion ferue, takyng his parte ftill 
I will ftrike at you, but the rappe ftiall light on him. 
When we firft appeare. 

(tt. dujstancc. Then will I runne away 
As though I were afeard. 

%. Smjitg. Do you that part wel play 
And I will fue for peace. 

|tt. Jtterg. And I wil fet him on. 
Then will he looke as fierce as a Cotffold lyon. 

5C. Snxjitg. But when goft thcu for him ? 

Jtt. ifterj}. That do I very nowe. 
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d. (STttjStance. Ye Ihal find vs here. • 

f. |fter|2. Wei god haue mercy on you. Ex, 

Sntj^tj. There is no caufe of feare, the leafl boy 
in the llreete : [him take his feete. 

d. dttjStaiue. Nay, the leaft girle I haue, will make 
But hearke, me thinke they make preparation. 

S. %V0i%i'Q. No force, it will be a good recreation. 
d. duj$tance. I will lland within, and fleppe forth 
fpeedily. 
And fo make as though I ranne away dreadtully. 

Actus, iiij. Scaena vij. 

|L TBjyg>i\xz, ft. Iftersgreehe. d. dujstance* 
p. pouj^tu. $aq)as. SCrtj$tram SCrnjeits. • 

fee your heartes beftoute, 
But where be thefe caitifes, 
me think they dare not 
route, [fay? 

How layfl thou Merygreeke ? What doth Kit Cullance 
fBitrs. I am loth to tell you. 
I. ^o^StHUx. Tufhe fpeake man, yea or nay ? [I can. 
|tt. Jfterg. Forfooth fir, I haue fpoken for you all that 
But if ye winne hir, ye mud een play the man, 
Een to fight it out, ye mud a mans heart take. 
9" ISogjJter. Yes, they fhall know, and thou knoweft 
I haue a (lomacke. [man had. 

[ft. ittetj.] Aflomacke (quod you) yea, as good as ere 
^' JRogjSter. I trowe they fhall finde and feele that 
I am a lad. [meate as well, 

ft. fttx]^. By this croffe I haue feene you eate your 
As any that ere I haue feene of or heard tell, 
A (lomacke quod you ? he that will that denie 
I know was neuer at dynner in your companie. 

JEi JBios%itx. Nay, the flomacke of a man it is that 

I meane. [I weene. 

ft. ifterS' Nay the flomacke of a horfe or a dogge 
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\ J5,. JKogjStcr. Nay a mans (lomacke with a weapon 
meane I. [fpoone in a pie. 

|tt. Jftcrp. Ten men can fcarce match you with a 
|5. Jlo^jSter. Nay the (lomake of a man to trie in 
flrife. [in my lyfe. 

Jtt. ^erj). I neuer fawe your flomacke cloyed yet 
%., ^ogjster. Tufhe I meane in flrife or fighting 
to trie. [angry. 

Jtt. Itterg. We fhall fee how ye will (Irike nowe being 
|R. Jogjiter. Haue at thy pate then, and faue thy 
head if thou may. [this day, 

f&., Itterp. Nay then haue at your pate agayne by 
?R- JRogjiter. Nay thou mayfl not flrike at me againe 
in no wife. [warrantife : 

|tt. Itterg. I can not in fight make to you fuche 
.But as for your foes here let them the bargaine bie. 
^. ^ogjster. Nay as for they, fhall euery mothers 
childe die. 
And in this my fume a little thing might make me, 
To beate downe houfe and all, and elfe the deuill take 
me. 
Jtt. Itterg. If I were as ye be, by gogs deare mother, 
I woulde not leaue one flone vpon an other. 
Though fhe woulde redeeme it with twentie thoufand 
poundes. 
Jl. iSojijSter. it fhall be euen fo, by his lily woundes. 
Jll. Jtterp. Bee not at one with hir vpon any amendes. 
^ ^ogjiter. No though fhe make to me neuer fo 
many frendes. 
Nor if all the woride for hir woulde vndertake, 
No not God hymfelfe neither, fhal not hir peace make, 
On therfore, marche forwarde, foft, flay a whyle yet 
|a. Itterj). On. 
ft. ^ogJSter. Tary. 
Jtt. Ittcrg. Forth. 
%' ?Ro3ijSter. Back. 
JUer]i. On. 
1. 5Ro|)jiter. Soft. Now forward fet. [alas, alas. 
ffl. ffiusitance. What bufineffe haue we 
JR. Jloj))Ster. Ha, ha, ha, ha, ha. 




lere? out 



•f:-'* 




r 



Roister Doister. n 

Dydit thou fee that Merygreeke? how afrayde ihe was? 
Dy4ft \thou fee how fhe fledde apace out of my fight ? 
-*— Ah good fweete Cuflance I pitie hir by this light. 

|ft. JftetS- That tender heart of yours wyll marre 
altogether, 
Thus will ye be turned with waggyng of a fetteer. 
|t. |^Sj$ter. On firs, keepe your ray. 
• Itterj. On forth, while this geare is hot 
^RogjJter. Soft, the Armes of Caleys, I haue one 
|tt. ^erg. What lacke we now ? [thing forgot. 

ft. ^s^ter. Retire, or elfe we be all ilain. 
Jtt. fUtv^. Backe for the pafhe of God, backe firs, 
What is the great mater ? [backe againe. 

1^- 2^8^^^- This haftie forth goyng 
Had aimoll brought vs all to vtter vndoing, 
It made me forget a thing moll neceflarie. [Marie. 
M f8itvs>. Well remembred of a captaine by fainct 
|^j$ter. It is a thing mull be had. 

f. fUtc^- Let vs haue it then. 
^o^jSter. But I wote not where nor how. 

Jtt. ^ets* Then wote not I when. 
But what is it ? 

JR. |S.O|^ii{ter. Of a chiefe thing I am to feeke. [a weke. 

^. |fters. Tut fo will ye be, when ye haue lludied 
But tell me what it is ? 

y,. |S.0Sj$ter. I lacke yet an hedpiece. [to grece, 

jft. |ftets. The kitchen collocauit, the befl hennes 
Runne, fet it Dobinet, and come at once withall, 
And bryng with thee my potgunne, hangyng by the 

wall, 
I haue feene your head with it full many a tyme, 
Couered as fafe as it had bene with a flcrine : 
And I warrant it faue your head from any llroke. 
Except perchaunce to be amafed with the fmoke : 
I warrant your head therwith, except for the mill. 
As fafe as if it were fall locked vp in a chill : 
And loe here our Dobinet comraeth with it nowe. 

9. Pottj^^. Itwillcouermetothefhoulderswellinow. 

|ft. itters. Let me fee it on. 

F 
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5R. ^o^iiKter. In fayth it doth metely well, [muft vs tell 
Jtt. Jfterg. There can be no fitter thing. Now ye 
What to do. 
JR. ^ogjSter. Nowforthinrayfirs,andfloppenomore. 
JR. Ittcrg. Now fainct George to borow, Drum 

dubbe a dubbe atbre. 
5C. SnijStg. What meane you to do fir, committe 
manflaughter. [laughter. 

JR. ISogjSter. To kyll fortie fiich, is a matter of 
ST. Srnjitg. And who is it fir, whome ye intende 
thus to fpill ? [againll my. will. 

Jk. $0|^)Ster. Foolifhe Cuflance here forceth me 
®. ^m^tg. And is there no meane your extreme 
wrath to flake. 
She fliall fome amendes vnto your good mafli)rp make. 
Jt. ^OQ^ter. I will none amendes. 
%. SmjStg. Is hir offence fo fore ? 
|tt. Jtterg. And he were a loute flie coulde haue 
done no more. 
She hath calde him foole, and dreffed him like a foole. 
Mocked him lyke a foole, vfed him like a foole. 
ST. Snijitg. Well yet the Sheriflfe, the Iufl.ice, or 
Conflable, 
Hir mifdemeanour to puniflie might be able. 
^. ^ogjster. No fir, I mine owne felfe will in this 
prefent caufe, 
Be Sheriffe, and luftice, and whole ludge of the lawes, 
This matter to amende, all officers be I fhall, 
•Conflable, Bailiffe, Sergeant. 
|tt. |fterg. And hangman and alL [a man. 

5C. Snustg. Yet a noble courage, and the hearte of 
Should more honour winne by bearyng with a woman. 
Therfore take the lawe, and lette hir aunfwere therto. 
JR. JRogjSter. Merygreeke, the befl way were euen fo 
to do. 
What honour fhould it be with a woman to fight ? 
Jtt. Jtterg. And what then, will ye thus forgo and 

lefe your right ? 
Jt. JRogjiter. Nay, I will take the lawe on hir with- 
outen grace. 
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2f. SnijStg. Or yf your mafhyp coulde pardon this 
I pray you forgiue hir. [one trefpace. 

JR. ^OBJiter. Hoh ? 

^. Jtterg. Turtle tuftie fir do not 
Be good maifler to hir. 

?a. JlosjJter. Hoh ? 

|tt. Itterij. Tulh I fay do not. 
And what fhall your people here retume (Ireight home? 

ST. SCnMftie. Yea, leuie the campe firs, and hence 
againe eche one, [call, 

JR. JRo|^)Ster. But be dill in readineffe if I happe to 
I can not tell what fodaine chaunce may befall. 

|tt. |fter]g. Do not off your hameffe firs I you aduife, 
At the lead for this fortnight in no maner wife, 
Perchaunce in an houre when all ye thinke lead. 
Our maiflers appetite to fight will be befl. 
But foft, ere ye go, haue once at Cuflance houfe. 

JR. JRoSjSter. Soft, what wilt thou do ? 

|tt. Jfterg. Once difcharge my harqueboufe [goon. 
And for my heartes eafe, haue once more with my pot- 

JR. JRogjJter. Holde thy handes elfe is all our purpofe 
cleane fordoone. 
I. fllerg. And it cofl me my life. 
I. ^o^jSter. I fay thou (halt not. [with haile fhot 

|tt. |fterg. By the matte but I will. Haue once more 
I will haue fome penywoith, I will not leefe all. 

Actus, iiij. Scaena viij. 

|n. jfterpgreekt. (iT. (iTu^tance. JR. JRotj$ter. STtb. ST. 

%XL. Jilgface. jB. Iftumblecnt^t Stntpenie. 

Ptbinet Pott|9t)tte. ||arpax. Two 

drumtnes with their Enfignes, 

HL. ®Uj$tance. mSSSHat caitifes are thofe that 

fo fhake my houfe wall? 
|tt. |ltetp. Ah firrha now 
Cuflance if ye had fo 
muche wit 
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I woulde fee you a(ke pardon, and your felues fubmit 
iC. (!Ittj$tance. Haue I flill this adoe with a couple 

of fooles ? 
|E. ifterg. Here ye what (he laith ? 
C Cu^tance. Maidens come forth with your tooles. 
%: JBoSJJter. In a ray. 
r. Ifterg. Dubba dub firrha. 
%.iSi^lAzx. In a ray. 
They come fodainly on vs. 

- Jttetj. Dubbadub. 
I. ^o|^j$ter. In a ray. 

That euer I was borne, we are taken tardie. 

|tt. |ftets. Now firs, quite our felues like tall men 
and hardie. 

C[. €^itj$tance. On afore Truepenie, holde thyne owne 
Annot, 
On towarde them Tibet, for fcape vs they can not 
Come forth Madge Mumblecrull, fo llande fafl togither. 

Jtt. Itterg. God fende vs a faire day. 

|8,. ^os^ter. See they marche on hither. 

Sib. Salk. But miflreffe. 

d. (ttttjJtante. What fayfl you ? 

Sib. Shall I go fet our goofe ? 

d. CTttjJtattce. What to do ? 

Sib. To yonder Captain I will tume hir loofe 
And fhe gape and hiffe at him, as fhe doth at me, 
I durll ieoparde my hande fhe wyll make him flee. 

€. Cujstance. On forward. 

^. lio^ie^ter. They com. 

- Ittetg. Stand. 
I. ?Ro2rter. Hold. 

I. |Kerp. Kepe 

I. ^0S)BHer. There. 

I. ffterg. Strike. 

I. ^og^ter. Take heede. 
C. CttjJtance. Wei fayd Truepeny. 
Smpetlg. Ah whoorefons. 
€. dttjstattce. Wei don in deeae 
|tt. |(terp. Hold thine owne Harpax, d6wne witl» 

them Dobinet. 
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C (STuj^tanct. Now Madge, there Annot : nowfticke 

them Tibet. [knaue; 

SItb. S^alk. All my chiefe quarell is to this fame little 
That begyled me laft day, nothyng (hall him faue. 
p. Pottgl). Downe witii this litle queane, tiiat hath 

at me fuch fpite, 
Saue you from hir maifler, it is a very fprite. 

CS^. Cuj$tance* I my felfe will mounfire graunde 

captaine vndertake, 
|R. |Ko|{j(ter. They win grounde. 

I. jBtcs. Saue your felfe fir, for gods fake^ 
%ff^%\xt. Out, alas, I am flaine, helpe. 

;. lEecp. Saue your felf 

I. %ff^1^xz. Alas. 
|E. jfttrji. Nay then, haue at you miilrefle;. 
JR. $0^5^. Thou hittell me, alas. 

rlfttrji. I wil flrike at Cuftance here*. 
%iii^lXtx. Thou hittell me. 
|tt. fttetff. So I wiL 
Nay miflreffe Cuftance. 

JL |^j$ttr. Alas, thou hitteft me ftilL 
Hold. 

Itt. |fters. Saue your felf fu-. 
|K. %ffQf\xt. Help, out alas I am flain 
|E. jftetS. Truce, hold your hands, truce fbr a 
pifllng while or twaine : 
Nay how Siy you Cuftance, for fauing of your life, 
Will ye yelde and graunt to be this gentmans wife ? 
d. CujStante. Ye tolde me he loued me, call ye this 

loue? 
|E. jfterg. He loued a while euen like a turtle doue. 
d. du^tance. Gay loue God faue it, fo foone hotte, 

fo foone colde, 
|tt. jfterp. I am fory for you : he could loue you 

yet fo he coulde. 
|K-. ^ogiiKter. Nay by cocks precious ftie fliall be 

none of mine. 
itt. Ittetg. Why fo t [kine. 

ft ^os^ter. Come away, by the matte flie is man- 
I durft aduenture the loiTe of my right handc, 
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Xf fliee dyd not flee hir other hulbande : 
And fee if flie prepare not againe to fight. 
Jtt. |fter|2. What then ? lainct George to borow, our 

Ladies knight 
JR. |io|^^ter. Slee elfe whom flie will, by gog fhe 

fliall not flee mee. 
|tt. IttetB. How then ? 

Ji. ^ojjjSter. Rather than to be flaine, I will flee. 
■&. CttJJtattce. Too it againe, my knightefles, downe 

with them all. 
^. |iosj$ter. Away, away, away, flie will elfe kyll 

vs all. 
fH, ISers. Nay n.icke to it, like an hardie man and 

a tall. 
1R. %opj$ter. Oh bones, thou hittefl, me. Away, or 

elfe die we fliall. 
|tt. |fterp. Away for the paflie of our fweete Lord 

lefus Chrifl:. 
d. Cuj$tance. Away loute and lubber, or I fliall be 

thy prieft« Exeaiit om. 

So this fielde is ours we haue driuen them all away. 
®ib S^alh. Thankes to God mifl,refle, ye haue had 

a faire day. 
C[. CttjStance. Well nowe goe ye in, and make your 

felfe fome good cheere. 
Omnes pariter. We goe. 
S. SCntjit. Ah fir, what a field we haue had heere. 
®. Cu^tance. Frierid Triflram, 1 pray you be a 

witnefle with me. 
5C. STrujitg. Dame Cufl.ance, I fliall depofe for ycur 

honefl.ie. 
And nowe fare ye well, except fome thing elfe ye' 

wolde. 
d. dnjstance. Not now, but when I nede to fende I 

will be bolde. £xeat. 

I thanke you for thefe paines. And now I wyll get 

me in, 
Now Roift.er Doifl,er will no more wowyng begin. Ex, 
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Actus. V. Scsena j. 

Satosti Sootilnckt. J6j}m J^nrtsbj;. 

BYm Surefby my trudie man, nc~e 
aduife thee well, 
And fee that no falfe furmiies thou 

me tell. 
Was there fuch adoe about Cuf- 

tance of a truth ? 
jftim. JSact. To reporte that I 
hearde and lawe, to me is ruth, 
But both my duetie and name and propretie, 
Waraeth me to you to fliewe fidelitie. 
It may be well enough, and I wyftie it fo to be. 
She may hit felfe difcharge and trie hir honeftie. 
Yet their clayme to hir me thought was very large, 
For with letters rings and tokens, they dyd hir tiarge. 
Which when I hearde and fawe I would none to you 
bring, [thing. 

(B- ffioobl No, by fainct Marie, I allowe thee m that 
Ah fiira, nowe I fee truthe in the prouerbe olde, 
All things that fhineth is not by and by pure golde. 
If any doe lyue a woman of honeftie, 
I would haue fwome Chriflian Cuflance had bene fhee. 
$i\m Sivxt. Sir, tliough I to you be a feruant true 
and iufl. 
Yet doe not ye therfore your faithfull fpoufe myflrufl. 
But examine the matter, and if ye (hall it finde, 
To be all well, be not ye for my wt»des vnkinde. 
<St. ffiootiL I fhall do that is right, and as I fee 
caufe why. 
But here commeth Cuflance forth, we Ihal know by 
and by. 
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Actus. V. Scaena ij. 

C CuiiKtance. CBSBi Come forth to fee and 

hearken for newes good, 
For about this houre is 
the tyme of likelyhood, 
That Gawyn Goodlucke 
by the fayingsof Surefby, 
Would be at home, and lo yond I fee hym L 
What Gawyn Goodlucke, the onely hope of my life, 
Welcome home, and kyffe me your true efpoufed wife. 
(6a. (Soob. Nay foft dame Cullance, I mufl firfl by 
your licence, 
See whether all things be cleere in your confcience, 
I heare of your doings to me very ftraunge. 

C CttjJtaiue. What feare ye ? that my faith towardes 
you fhould chaunge ? [entangled. 

(6a. dSoob. I mufl needes miflnifl ye be elfewhere 
For I heare that certain e men with you haue wrangled 
About the promife of mariage by you to them made, 
(tt. ^XilAtLXitt. Coulde any mans reporte your minde 
therein perfuade ? [to flande cleere, 

(Ba. CSoob. Well, ye mufl therin declare your felfe 
Elfe I and you dame Cuflance may i\ot L^yne this yere. 
C. CttjJtante. Then woulde I were* -dead, and faire 
layd in my graue, 
Ah Surelby, is this the honeflie that ye haue ? 
To hurt me with your report, not knowyng the thing, 
^im jSure. If ye be honefl my wordes can hurte 
you nothing. 
But what I hearde and fawe, I might not but report 
d. Cttjstance. Ah Lorde, helpe poore widowes, defli- 
tute of comfort. [paflance. 

Truly mofl deare fpoufe, noilght was done but for 
(B. dSoob. But fuch V^-^ ! K >t i porting is homely daliance. 
C Ctttjst^nit \\ V-: r:\v' he truthe, ye would take 
\. uo'i ; -T [in that arte. 

S.^. -r^ > Ly . , II jca ». J -;n not halfewell (killed 
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d. CitjStance. It was none but Roifler Doifler that 
foolifhe mome. [fcufe than none. 

%iL ®oob. Yea Cuflance, better (they lay) a badde 
d. Cu^tance. Why Triflram Truflie fir, your true 
and faithfiill frende, 
Was priuie bothe to the beginning and the ende. 
Let him be the ludge, and for me teflifie. [verifie, 
(!5a. (Soob. I will the more credite that he (hall 
And bicaufe I will the truthe know een as it is, 
I will to him my felfe, and know all without miffe. 
Come on Sym Surelby, that before my friend thou may 
Auouch the fame wordes, which thou dydfl to me lay. 

Exeant, 

Actus. V. Scaena iij. 

CT. (S^Vi%i&Vitt. ISSS5Q Lorde, howe necelfarie it 

is nowe of dayes, 
That eche bodie Hue 
vprightly all maner 
wayes, 

For lette neuer fo little a gappe be open, 
And be fure of this, the worll Ihall be fpoken 
Howe innocer. '^'^nde I in this for deede or thought? 
And yet fee what miflrull towardes me it hath wrought 
But thou Lorde knowell all folkes thoughts and eke 
And thou arte the deliuerer of all innocentes. [intents 
Thou didll helpe the aduoutreffe that Ihe might be 

amended, 
Much more then helpe Lorde, that neuer yll intended. 
Thou didfl helpe Sufanna^ wrongfully accufed. 
And no leffe doll thou fee Lorde, how I am now abufed, 
Thou didll helpe Hejier, when Ihe Ihould haue died, 
Helpe alfo good Lorde, that my truth may be tried. 
Yet if Gawin Goodlucke with Trillram Trully fpeake. 
I trull of yll report the force Ihall be but weake, 
And loe yond they come fadly talking togither, 
I wyll abyde, and not Ihrinke for their comming hither. 
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Actus. V. Scaena iiij. 

&. dttjitattfe. jSsm Surejsbg. 

(Sa. dootl. iKSS^SNd was it none other than 

ye to me reporte ? 
STrtjSttam. No, and here 
were ye wifhed to haue 
feene the fporte. 
©a. ffioob. Woulde I had, ratlier than halfe of that 
in my purfe. [was no wurfe, 

jStm Sure. And I doe muche reioyce the matter 
And like as to open it, I was to you faithful!, 
So of dame Cuftance honed truth I am ioyfulL 
For God forfende that I Ihoulde hurt hir by falfe 
reporte. [comforte. 

(Ba. ®oob. Well, I will no longer holde hir in dif- 
C. dixjJtattce. Nowe come they hitherwarde, I truft 
all (hall be well. [nor tongue tell, 

®a. (Soob. Sweete Cuflance neither heart can thinke 
Howe much I ioy in your conflant fidelitie, 
Come nowe kiffe me the pearle of perfect honeflie. 
C (ttttjJtance. God lette me no longer to continue 
in lyfe, 
Than I fhall towardes you continue a true wyfe. 
®a. (Sootll. Well now to make you for this fome 
parte of amendes, 
I (hall defure firfl you, and then fuche of our frendes. 
As fhall to you feeme bed, to fuppe at home with me, 
Where at your fought fielde we fhall laugh and mery be. 
^im ^ure. And miflreffe I befeech you, take with 
me no greefe, 
I did a true mans part, not wifhyng you repreefe. 
C CttjStaitct. Though haflie reportes through fur- 
mifes growyiig, 
May of poore innocentes be vtter ouerthrowyng, 
Yet bicaufe to thy maifler thou hafl a true hart, [part 
And I know mine owne truth, I forgiue thee for my 
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^a. ®oobl. Go we all to my houfe, and of this geare 

no more. 

Goe prepare all things Sym Surefby, hence, runne afore. 

J>im ^ure. I goe. Ex. 

^, (iSool). But who commeth yond, M. Merygreeke? 

(fl. (ttttjitattce. Roifler Doiflers champion, I fhrewe 

his bed cheeke. [hym too. 

2C. SrajStg. Roifler Doifler felfe your wower is with 

Surely fome thing there is with vs they haue to doe. 

Actus. V- Scaena. v. 

|¥t. Itterggreeke. ?Ralpl) JRotjiter. (Karogn ffiooblncke. 
STrii^tram SCm^tie. C Cn^tance. 

Jtt. ittera- ^R^SI^^^ ^ ^^^ Gawyn Goodlucke, 

to whome lyeth my mes- 
sage, 
I will firll falute him after his 
long voyage, 

And then make all thing well concerning your behalfe. 
JR. ^ogjiter. Yea for the'pafhe of God. 
|E. Jtterp. Hence out of fight ye calfe, 
Till I haue fpoke with them, and then I will you fet, 
y. ^op^ter. In Gods name. 
Jtt. |fter|^. What mafler Gawin Goodluck wel met 
And from your long voyage I bid you right welcome 
®a. (iSootl. I thanke you. [home. 

Jtt. ffterg. I come to you from an honell mome. 
(Ba. ffiooB. Who is that? 
Jtt. Jtterg. Eoifler Doifler that doughtie kite. 
€^. dttjJtance. Fye, I can fcarce abide ye fhoulde his 
name recite. [all pafl, 

|ft. pterp. Ye mufl take him to fauour, and pardon 
He heareth of your returne, and is full yll agafl. 
(Ba. ®oob. I am ryght well content he haue with 
vs fome chere. [be there, 

ffl. (ttttjStance. Fye vpon him beafl, then wyll not I 
®a. (Boob. Why Cuflance do ye hate hym more 
than ye loue me ? 
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C. dttjstance. But for your mynde fir, where he were 
would I not be ? 

ST. STnt^ts. He woulde make vs al laugh. 

fH. |tterg. Ye nere had better fport. [\'s refort 

(Ba. (5oob. I pray you fweete Cuflance, let him to 

d. SniiKtance. To your will I affent. 

|tt. |fterp. Why, fuche a foole it is, 
As no man for good paflime would forgoe or mifie. 

(B. ®oobl. Fet him to go wyth vs. 

Jtt. Ifters. He will be a glad man. Ex. 

2C. Smj$t|;. We mull to make vs mirth, maintaine 
hym all we can. 
And loe yond he commeth and Merygreeke with him. 

CT. Ctt^tance. At his firfl entrance ye (hall fee I wyll 
him trim. 
But firfl letvs hearken the gentlemanswife talke. [ilalke. 

ST. %xxilX^. I pray you marke if euer ye fawe crane fo 

Actus. V. Scaena vj. 

|i. ^ot^ter. jnt. Ittersgreeke. (iT. (STttj^tante. & 
(gooblttche. ST. %voi%\xt, JB. pottgl)tu. Hatpas. 

3R. JRogjJter. lff^R||Ay I then be bolde ? 

fH. Jtterj. I warrant you 

on my worde, 
They fay they (hall be ficke, 
but ye be at theyr borde. 
JR. ^ogjSter. Thei wer not angry then. 
|tt. Itterg. Yes at fird, and made (Irange 
But when I fayd your anger to fauour (houlde change, 
And therewith had commended you accordingly, 
They were all in loue with your mafhyp by and by. 
And cried you mercy that they had done you wrong. 
?R- JRogjiter. For why, no man, woman, nor childe 
can hate me long. [one day, 

|tt. |ftets. We feare (quod they) he will be auenged 
Then for a peny giue all our lines we may. 
y JiojjjSter. Sayd they fo in deede. 
^. Inlets. Did they ? yea, euen with one voice 
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He will forgiue all (quod I) Oh how they did reioyce. 

3^ JRaSJSter. Ha, ha, ha. [good moode, 

^. Ifter^. Goe fette hym (fay they) while he is in 
For haue his anger who luft, we will not by the Roode. 

JR. |lo8jSttr. I pray God that it be all true, that thou 
And that (he fight no more. [hafl me tolde, 

|tt. Ittetg. I warrant you, be bolde 
Too them, and falute them. 

I&. |Ro8jSter» Sirs, I greete you all well 
Omnes. Your maiflerlhip is welcom. 

(!I. CttjStance. Sauyng my quarell. 
For fure I will put you vp into the Efchequer. 

|tt. Itter^. Why fo ? better nay : Wherfore ? 

Ct. Cu)$tance. For an vfurer. 

Jl IRogjSter. I am no vfurer good miflreffe by his 
armes. [mans harmes ? 

|tt. |tteq|. When tooke he gaine of money to any 

S. ©ujstance. Yes, a fowle vfurer he is, ye (hall 
fee els. [no mo quarels ? 

JBi,. llogjSter. Didfl not thou promife (he would picke 

d. Cttjstance. He will lende no blowes, but he haue 
in recompence 
Fiftene for one, whiche is to muche of confcience, 

1^ ^ogjster. Ah dame, by the auncient lawe of 
armes, a man 
Hath no honour to foile his handes on a woman. 

d. (fTttjitance. And where other vfurers take their 
gaines yerely. 
This man is angry but he haue his by and by. 

(Sa. (Soobl. Sir, doe not for hir fake beare me your 
Jifpleafure. [at leafure. 

|tt. ffivcTSi- Well, he (hall with you talke therof more 
Vpon your good vfage, he will now (hake your hande. 

|[L |^OS)$ter. And much heartily welcome from a 
(Iraunge lande. 

|B. fBitvSi, Be not afearde Gawyn to let him (hake 
your fyd. [I wift. 

(Sa. (Soobl. Oh the mode honede gentleman that ere 
I befeeche your ma(hyp to take payne to fuppe with vs. 

|E. itterp. He (hall not fay you nayand I too,by lefus. 
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]>ir mfe ye (hall be friends, and let all quarels paffe. 
ii. |logj5ter. I wyll be as good friends with them as 
ere I was. [haue a fong. 

Jfters. Then let me fet your quier that we may 
Jogjster. Goe. [yeare long. 

(S. ^oobluck. I haue hearde no melodic all this 
JKer^. Come on firs quickly. 
\. JRogjSter. Sing on firs, for my frends lake, 
p. fliougl). Cal ye thefe your frends ? 
^. lio^JSter. Sing on, and no mo words make. 

Here they fing, 

ffia. CSoob. The Lord preferue our mod noble 
Queene of renowne, 
And hir virtues rewarde with the heauenly crowne. 
C. dttjStance. The Lorde flrengthen hir mofl excel- 
lent Maieflie, 
Long to reigne ouer vs in all profperitie. [to defende, 
S. aCrujStg. That hir godly proceedings the faith 
He may flabliilie and maintaine through to the ende. 
J&. ^erg. God graunt hir as (he doth, the Gofpell 
to protect, 
Learning and vertue to aduaunce, and vice to corredl. 
I&. Ilogjster. God graunt hir louyng fubiects both 
the minde and grace, 
Hir mod godly procedyngs worthily to imbrace. [profper, 
Harpax, Hir highne(re mod worthy counfellers God 
With honour and loue of all men to minider. 
Omnes. God graunt the nobilitie hir to feme and loue, 
With all the whole commontie as doth them behoue. 

AMEN. 

Certaine Songs to be fong by 

thofe which Jhall vfe this Comedie or Enterlude. 

Ho fo to marry a minion W^yfe, 
-/yiy/ Hath hadde good chaunce and happe, 
^^^J^ Mud loue hir and cheri(he hir all his life, 
And dandle hir in his lappe. 
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If fhe will fare well, yf fhe wyll go gay, 
A good hufbande euer flyll, 
What euer (he lufl to doe, or to fay, 
Mufl lette hir haue hir owne will. 

About what affaires fo euer he goe. 
He mufl fhewe hir all his mynde, 
None of hys counfell fhe may be kept free, 
Elfe is he a man vnkynde. 

%\^z fourtt) ^ott(|. 

Mun be maried a Sunday 
I mun be maried a Sunday, 
Who foeuer (hall come that way, 
I mun be maried a Sunday. 

Royfler Doyfler is my name, 
Royfler Doyfler is my name, 
A luflie brute I am the fame, 
I mun be maried a Sunday. 

Chriflian Cuflance haue I founde, 
Chriflian Cuflance haue I founde, 
A Wydowe worthe a thoufande pounde, 
I mun be maried a funday. 

Cuflance is as fweete as honey, 
Cuflance is as fweete as honey, 
I hir lambe and fhe my coney, 
I mun be maried a Sunday. 

When we fhall make our wedd3aig feafl, 
When we fhall make oure wedd3aig feafl, 
There fhall bee cheere for man and beafl, 
I mun be maried a Sunday. 

I mun be maried a Sunday, etc. 




The PJalmodie 



Lacebo diiexi, [die, 

^ Maifler Roifler Doifler wil flreight go home and 
Our Lorde lefus Chrifl his foule haue mercie vpon • 
rhus you fee to day a man, to morrow John. 
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Yet (auing for a womans extreeme crueltie, 
I le might haue l^rued yet a moneth or two or three, 
T ut in fpite of Cuflance which hath him weried, 
ilis mafhyp (hall be worlhipfiiUy buried. 
And while fome piece of his foule is yet hym within, 
Some parte of his fimeralls let vs here b^inne. 
.Dirige, He will go darklyng to his graue. 
Neque lux^ neqiu crux^ mfifaium clinke, 
Neuer gentman fo went toward heauen I thinke. ' 

Yet firs as ye wyll the bliffe of heauen win, 
\Mien he commeth to the graue lay hjrm foftly in, 
And all men take heede by this one Gentleman, 
How you fette your loue vpon an vnkinde woman : 
For thefe women be all fuche madde pieuifh elues, 
They wyll not be woonne except it pleafe them felues. 
But in ^ith Cuflance if euer ye come in hell, 
Maiiler Roifler Doifler fliall feme you as well, [knaue. 
Good niglit Roger olde knaue, Farewel Roger olde 
Good night Roger olde knaue, knaue, knap. 
Nequando, Audim voam. Requiem cetemam. 

%\ct $eale of bdlcB rottg bg the pmah (Ekrk, 

ani |Kou(ttr |9ou(trQ( foitre mm. 

S!l)e Und Itell a Sriple. 
When dyed he ? When dyed he ? 

Sl)e jtecoitbe. 
We haue hym. We haue hym. 

Sl)e tl^irbe 
Ro)rfler Doyiler, Royiler Doyfter. 

Sn^e fowrtl) yelL 
He commeth. He commeth. - 

%\\% sreate |BelL 
Our owne, Our owne. 

FINIS. 
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